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To ASLA
RE: James Urban nomination letter
ASLA Medal of Excellence

James Urban is a leader in landscape architecture. Jim is an outspoken, tenacious and avid advocate
in all areas of landscape. His work with protection of trees has encouraged us to higher and better
standards as we build landscape.
I’ve known Jim since 1996 when he introduced himself and quickly told me in no uncertain terms what
worked and did not work in a recently completed project design. Jim does not mince words. His
expertise and knowledge of his work is quickly apparent. And he is right. As designers our landscape
plans should be the best we can accomplish. We should understand that we are the protectors of the
design at all times and if the trees need more space, or water, or soil or protection that is our goal. That
is what Jim does best is to challenge us with his knowledge.
Not only do we as designers acknowledge Jim’s leadership, many, many arborists, foresters and
horticulturalists throughout the country understand Jim to be the go to person for all landscape
concerns. He is often featured as a speaker and panelist with regard to urban landscape and street
trees and acknowledged as the leader and the expert. Jim’s contribution to the recently published
Landscape Architecture Graphic Standards, Wiley, 2006, includes the environmental effects of
trees, soil improvements, and tree planting in urban areas. Proving again he is the expert.
Speaking before many organizations, LABASH, design firms, universities and ASLA Jim has tirelessly
and continuously advanced his knowledge and his research on trees in urban spaces. I consider Jim
and his leadership accomplishments of excellence and encourage you to award this medal to James
Urban.

Barbara Faga, FASLA
Executive vice president

