
January 23, 2009
Carolyn Mitchell

Coordinator, Honors and Awards
ASLA

636 Eye Street

Washington, D.C. 2001-3736

Subject:  ASLA Honorary Membership for Sally Reynolds
Dear Carolyn:

No one is more qualified for ASLA Honorary Membership than Sally Reynolds.  This Spokane, Washington resident has dedicated herself tirelessly to spreading knowledge and interest in Spokane’s significant Olmsted legacy widely throughout the broader community.  Her achievements include the following:

· Well-known Olmsted Brothers scholar and historian throughout Washington State

· Regular Olmsted parks tour leader and lecturer in Spokane and author-designer of walking tour maps and graphics
· Compiled and hosts an extensive private archive of Olmsted documents, which she openly shares with the interested public
· Successfully placed Spokane’s Olmsted-designed Rockwood Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places

· Hosted the National Association of Olmsted Parks board meeting in Spokane in September, 2007

For all these reasons, Sally was presented the WASLA award for service to the community at our chapter’s awards program in March, 2008.

ASLA has worked hard over the years to disseminate understanding and appreciation of the landscape architectural profession to the public.  It is rare when a non-member so faithfully executes one of ASLA’s key goals.  Nobody has done this better than Sally Reynolds and I strongly recommend that you recognize her with an honorary membership.

Sincerely,
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Brooks R. Kolb, ASLA

President, Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks

Past-President, Washington Chapter, ASLA (WASLA)
Past-President, Northern California Chapter, ASLA
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January 28, 2009

Carolyn Mitchell, Coordinator, Honors and Awards, ASLA

636 Eye Street, NW

Washington, DC 20001-3736

RE: Honorary ASLA Membership for Mrs. Sally Reynolds

Dear Carolyn:

It is a privilege to write this recommendation for Mrs. Sally Reynolds, who is most deserving of an ASLA Honorary Membership.  Mrs. Reynolds works harder to promote landscape architecture history in the Spokane, Washington area than most landscape architects!  She is a Historian who carries the torch for Fredrick Law Olmsted and his incredible legacy his firm has left in the greater Spokane area!

Mrs. Reynolds gives or her time and resources to educate all interested citizens and organizations, including landscape architects, about the local landscapes that the Olmsted firm worked on from 1906 through 1920.  Starting with a written plan for the Spokane County Park system, John C. Olmsted and Frederick Dawson of the Olmsted Brothers firm, produced neighborhood designs, three specific City park designs and many residential designs.  Mrs. Reynolds’s detailed knowledge of each and every one of these projects is impressive.  

Known as the locale expert on this subject, Mrs. Reynolds has organized and led tours of most of the area Olmsted sites.  She has freely provided her research material, photographs and writings to many of us local landscape architects as she educates and prepares us to lead many of these tours.  Her love of this subject and her desire to pass on this knowledge is inspiring!
Dedicating an incredible amount of her time to apply for enlistment on the National Register of Historic Places, Mrs. Reynolds succeeded in achieving this status for the Rockwood District, a prestigious Olmsted designed neighborhood in Spokane.  This is a perfect example of her dedication to the history of Fredrick Law Olmsted and landscape architecture.

For these reasons I highly recommend Mrs. Reynolds be selected to receive an Honorary Membership in ASLA.

Sincerely,
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Kenneth Laxton, ASLA

Senior Landscape Architect 

Environment West, Inc.
7015 N. Argonne Rd., Spokane, WA  99217  ●  509-921-5555  ●  www.environmentwest.com









