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House of Representatives

f;?ijifi-- .~ STATEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE JOHN LEWIS (GA) ON THE
. 100" BIRTHDAY OF MR. ROBERT L. DAVIS
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Mr Speaker I rise today to commend the honor and dignity of Mr. Robert L. Davis, a veteran
ﬁ:. ﬂd War II, who served this country as a landscape architect, Foreign Service officer, and a
" ThlS weekend, Mr. Davis will reach an incredible milestone when he turn 100 years old on
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MI Daws was born in in Southhampton County, Virginia in the city of Franklin, the same
where the Nat Tumner Rebellion took place in 1831. He was born during the tragedy of the
ummer of 1919, a period the great, late historian and my dear friend, John Hope Frankiin cal}(:;
penod of interracial strife this nation has ever witnessed.” During ten months punct;?l =
‘tel nationalist rots in cities around our country, hundreds of African Americans were
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. ' Eibs of white supremacists.
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Mr Davis was only 10 years old when the Stock Market c.rashed in 1929, antfl ttfee:;]d;lr:j:i
and struggles of the Great Depression. e : fa;mhal' ?;0 miles from the
”segl'egatlon -nd racial discrimination growing up as a young o I5

% tate UmveI'Slt}’:
e o T . As a student at Virginia S
¢the Q,ld @nfedmcy = R1chmond vug:u]zles he became an avid boxer and even won an

him the mckname “Cham p” among his college
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