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Mr. Stephen E. Hamwey is a Principal with over 30 years experience, whose responsibilities have included project management, direction setting and overview of the technical components of large, complex, multidisciplinary projects. These projects, more often than not, feature landscape architecture as the core discipline. The breadth of his civil engineering design and management experience ranges from planning projects to site-specific design projects.
Trained as a civil engineer, Steve could be described as a "landscape architect's civil engineer," in the vein of a "player's coach" or an "actor's director." Steve's depth of understanding regarding landscape architecture issues belies his training. Throughout his career, Steve has served as Principal in Charge for many large, complicated landscape based projects such as the Port of Los Angeles Wilmington Waterfront and the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Mall. His approach has always been one with a strong sustainable ethic at its center, long before "green" was in vogue.
As Principal in Charge, Steve is currently working with the Port of Los Angeles, the Nation’s largest seaport, to plan and design the Wilmington Waterfront project. It is one of the largest current waterfront projects in the nation. Leading the team since the master planning phase, Steve is driving the direction of this complex 97 acre project that requires the coordination of many various types of stakeholders, from the many national, state and local authorities to local residents groups and individuals. The massive project is comprised of two major components: The Harry Bridges Buffer Area, a large open space which simultaneously provides a variety of programming for local residents and visitors while also creating a buffer to protect the community from the 24/7 Port operations; and the Avalon Waterfront Park, which reconnects the community to its waterfront.
Sustainable design practices and innovative engineering technologies are integrated into the Wilmington Waterfront. Dredged harbor soil will be utilized for the earthwork, demolished paving will be ground and used for paving sub-base, and all plant materials will be indigenous/salt tolerant. Site lighting will be “Dark Sky” compliant. Also proposed is a unique idea for removing pollutants from the air – using titanium oxide as a surface agent on the berm retaining walls of the Buffer Area.

Steve's commitment to sustainable design is also evident in the Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) Mall. A long-time proponent for public transportation, Steve lead this project as Principal in Charge and his vision and understanding of the context was key to its success. When the first phase of the DART light-rail system opened in 1996, it was largely considered an admirable undertaking with limited appeal and impact on the vast, booming metropolitan area of this automobile-centered city. Defying naysayers, Dallas is now reaping a big payoff from its investment. DART has gone from carrying 1.4 million passengers in 1996 to 17.5 million passengers in 2005. The vibrant urban and landscape accoutrements lining the core 1.2-mile downtown path of the DART Rail are now firmly part of Dallas’s urban character. DART is moving forward with a $2.4 billion expansion plan that is expected to more than double the size of the system. System-wide, more than $3 billion in private development along DART lines is taking place. According to the Dallas Morning News, DART can boast that it is not only the first light rail system ever in the Southwest, but is now the fifth largest in the United States, behind Los Angeles, Newark, New Jersey, San Diego and Portland, Oregon.

Loyola College of Maryland asked Sasaki to conduct a feasibility study of a 71-acre landfill as a possible site for a major sports complex. Going ahead with the landfill site, the team, lead by Steve, designed a complex subsurface system that controls and isolates any gases and other matter from the previous landfill use while allowing for the complicated infrastructure required for the new multi-athletic use. Steve has been invited to speak around the country describing this unique and innovative use of the landfill site: an urban regeneration that uses existing, underutilized and abandoned land without further encroaching into greenfield sites.
The Oklahoma City National Memorial recalls and remembers the victims of the Oklahoma City tragedy on the site of the former federal building. Lead by Steve, Sasaki provided project management and technical landscape and civil engineering design services for the design and construction of the three-acre site. The Memorial designers, the Butzer Design Partnership, selected Sasaki to assume the prime consultant role for the documentation and construction phases, while the Butzer Design Partnership continued in their design role. Within the Memorial are many elements that interpret the events of April 19, 1995. These were researched, articulated, and documented by Sasaki in order to take the design concept, and without compromise to the intent, produce documents for which the project became a reality.
Stephen E. Hamwey has been the Principal in Charge or Lead Civil Engineering Principal for 16 projects that have been recognized with awards from the ASLA or ASLA chapters, and over 25 projects awarded by organizations such as the AIA, APA, General Services Administration, The US Army Corps of Engineers, The Waterfront Center, and others.
