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Who works for a University that has recently gone 
Tobacco-Free or Smoke-Free?



SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS: A “smoke-free” policy prohibits any product 
that emits smoke from being used anywhere on campus, both indoors and out, 
at all times, by everybody.

Examples: Electronic smoking devices, E-cigarettes, Hookah, Cigarettes

TOBACCO-FREE CAMPUS: A “tobacco-free” policy prohibits any 
tobacco product and any product that emits smoke from being used anywhere 
on campus, both indoors and out, at all times by everybody.

Examples: ALL listed above plus ALL other tobacco products

http://tobaccofreecampus.org/faq



Our Dilemma:



Only 2.4% of the population is smoking at Stanford.



The Olmsted Plan

S. Designated Smoking 
Areas???



Rice University Houston, TX
The designated areas were selected to minimize exposure to 
secondhand smoke, so most are located away from intersections, 
major pathways and the quads. The approved locations are marked 
with a sign indicating "Designated Tobacco-Use Area.“ 

+/- 8 Minutes Walk Circles



University of California, Berkeley Berkeley, CA
Smoking is strictly prohibited in indoor and outdoor spaces owned 
or leased by UC Berkeley. In addition, the sale and advertising of 
tobacco products on UC Berkeley owned or leased property is not 
permitted.



Pennsylvania State University State College, PA
Smoking is permitted on campus in designated areas within 
residence areas, however smoking of any material is prohibited in 
all University facilities, at all locations, including University-owned 
vehicles. It also is prohibited in any outside area adjacent to a 
facility whose configuration and/or other physical circumstances 
allow smoke either to enter and affect the internal environment or to 
unduly affect the environment of those entering or exiting the 
facility. 
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Stanford University Palo Alto, CA
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Existing Conditions on Campus
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COMMENCEMENT

3 Minute Walk : 30-40 Designated Smoking Areas 1 Minute Walk : 100-120 Designated Smoking Areas

5 Minute Walk : 10-15 Designated Smoking AreasCentral Campus Map

Relative Distance Mapping
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Total Designated Areas: 30-40
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Designated 
Smoking 

Areas

Designated Smoking Area in Parking Lots

Total Designated Areas: 15-20



How do we outfit the designated smoking 
areas?

A   Make it a desirable place for smokers
• Ash Urn
• Lighting
• Signs
• Seating
• Trash cans
• ADA accessible

Shade/weather protection

B   Take a minimal approach
• Ash urn
• Sign



How do we inform people?

• Stanford website
• Campus maps
• Directories 
• Phone app
• Note in brochures for special events
• Videos
• Student clubs

Designated 
Smoking  Area 

Locator 



How do we enforce the new policy ?

• Signs
• Fine/Warning System 
• Internal Monitoring by staff/faculty/students
• Hire Student Enforcement
• Designate People at all Special Events
• Incentives for Tour Guides
• Special Worker Training Programs



Finding the perfect solution is keeping an open mind…
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