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In the heart of New Orleans, Harmony Circle is reimagined as a reclaimed

space where history, water, and memory intersect. The former Confederate Historic St. James N future bike lanes
monument’s Tennessee marble column is thoughtfully deconstructed and Afr_lcan Methodist -
embedded across the site—not as symbols of dominance, but as invitations Episcopal Church '

to explore: a place to celebrate, rest, contemplate; to sip from the region’s

ecological and geological beauty; and to approach the collective memory of

a meeting point, a cultural stop, and a historical marker.

Water, flow, and sediment form the origins of New Orleans. A discreet water

infiltration system runs through the site, echoing the city’s deep relationship

with flooding and wetlands, transforming the park into both a micro-water-
Hilltop Echo Base shed and a learning ground for resilience. These shallow, seasonal basins
capture stormwater, turning the circle into a living demonstration of eco-
logical adaptation. Children hop/between marble stones, couples linger by
reflecting pools, and residents witness the beauty of a space shaped by both
rainfall and remembrance. /

— Mardi Gras
parade routes

Where once there was Iittlg"room to pause, new grading introduces a
stepped playground, shaded seating, and improvisational plazas—flexible
spaces that open generously to the Mardi Gras parade route. Looking beyond
the monument and the circle itself, the design threads Harmony Circle into
a broader urban trail, transforming it into a shared oasis for downtown
‘workers, residents from highway-adjacent neighborhoods, and visitors alike.
' ital stop along the civic rights trail and connects to African
@fitage sites and city attractions, welcoming passage, pause,
pation. '
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ed Authority” transforms a symbol of power into a living field of
e that absorbs rain, invites joy, and grows with its people.
ubtle shifts in tone, texture, and position echo the city’s own
story, encouraging both reflection %d playful engagement.
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Deconstructing the Marble

Marble piece displayE‘-

Scatter & Interact

Pave & Meander

Indicate & Notice

The Tennessee marble (which is actually
a limestone) column takes on new forms:
one full block returns as a quiet exhibit;
fractured stones scatter like relics wait-
ing to be found; others guide movement
as stepping pads; and crushed frag-
ments blend into concrete pavers that
extend the site’s surface. These layers
trace a journey from monument to mem-
~ ony, from singular to shared.
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