From Boundary to Bond

Population & Gender

Transforming St. Charles Ave into a Harmony Spine cenaLary - ET—
LOWER GARDEN DISTRICT [l 5465
New Orleans, a Southern city rooted in rich Black history and culture, has long struggled with urban segregation Racial & Ethnic Diversity
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that downplays Black narratives. In 2017, the city removed the statue of General Robert E. Lee and renamed the
site Harmony Circle. While this symbolic act acknowledged a painful past, it did not resolve deep social injustice
and uneven development. The Lower Garden District and Central City near Harmony Circle remain divided by race
and wealth. St. Charles Avenue, with its wide traffic lanes and streetcar tracks, acts as a physical and psychological
barrier between these communities.
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This proposal goes beyond Harmony Circle’s boundaries by transforming St. Charles Avenue from a dividing line Rein - Hisparc (aryrice) 1 Vehicle Available 3
2 race categories 2 or More Vehicles Available 2.

into a unifying Harmony Spine that advances social, economic, and ecological justice.
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We envision St. Charles Avenue changing from a traffic corridor into a vibrant civic spine and stormwater Average HOL_‘SEhOId Income 3
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infrastructure. Rooted in New Orleans’ tradition of using streets for collective expression—from historic strikes Lower Garden District 125547 3
. . . e . .- . Central City  m— : =
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encouraging property owners to create more welcoming street-level facades. The approach offers a replicable Graduate or &
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At St Charles Avenue’s core, Harmony Circle becomes an active gathering point. Inspired by the ring shout—a Rt d
spiritual, communal African American dance—the design forms interlocking circles for cultural and community o s
use. A “Ring Shout Dance Shed” anchors the space as a landmark for daily life and remembrance. Recycled n0 degree Eu—
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By extending design beyond the circle and along the avenue, the Harmony Spine becomes a space that unites e
rather than separates, and empowers rather than isolates. i RS
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As a single mom without car, I'm happ'y-té walk S—T] - J _ =
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Love to see community and &
voting poster at streetcar station!fs
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“ Welcoming Frontage
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o Street Level Frontage Dining Spillout Transit & Information Hub Market Lot “Ring Shout Dance” Design Concept - Programmings Circulations
Encourage property owners to activate the street level Pads with movable benches are added along the road Add shade canopies at streetcar stops, turning Parking or vacant lots can host food trucks and The ring shout dance is a spiritual, celebratory, and Forms flowing and interlocked rings to ihterprets Creates open, conversational, and memorial space for Connects the Harmony Circle with local
of mixed-use buildings with window displays, murals, median to support bars and eateries. Closing the road them into hubs for transit, community information, farmers markets on weekends or holidays, adding communal dance with roots in African and African-American ring shout dance, connect diverse communities, and various communities and user groups. communities with consistent walking and biking
and seatable planters in their designated R.O.W. to cars creates more space for after-hours activities. and advocacy. services and boosting the local economy. culture. It inspires the “Ring Shout Dance” shed structure delineate black history. lanes, open and ADA spaces.

and the site design idea.- . .,
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@ Central lawn £y
@ ‘Ring shout” memorial ring shed structure
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© Fountain / stage plaza

@ Seating area under shade =
© Mural wall collaborated with local artist

@ New street car station

@ ADA slope with mural wall n
© Playground f
© Seat wall f

@ Bicycle lane
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HARMONY/CIRCLE PLAN/

TYPICAL MEDIAN AXON& SECTION

Removing street parking allows median expansions
for stormwater management and community use,
plus bike lanes on both sides.

The grading aligns with the existing topography (8’
safety buffer in height) to create various experience and spaces.

| . Underground cistern helps collect rainwater on site
/ bike lane and reuse for irrigations.
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“Native Sweet Bay Magnolia offer
a comfortable micro climate.
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. Permeable pavers to
infiltrate rainwater

Furniture recycled from
former monument
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VIEW AT SEATING: —

Shed structure inspired by “Ring Shout” k.
» dance, a spiritual and communal dance #*
with roots in African traditions.

_‘F'ountain plaza turning into a stage
during performance

Black history mural wall
collaborated with local artists ps=—
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