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ASLA Design Medal Nominations
c¢/o Carolyn Mitchell

636 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001-3736

RE: The ASLA Design Medal - Thomas Balsley, FASLA
Dear Executive Committee Members and Board of Trustees,

It is my sincere honor to nominate Thomas Balsley, FASLA for the ASLA Design Medal
to recognize his excellence of landscape design locally as well as globally.

Thomas Balsley, FASLA is the principal designer of a New York City-based, award-
winning design firm, Thomas Balsley Associates, best known for its fusion of landscape
and urbanism in our public parks and plazas. With over 35 years of practice and a
deeply held belief that our parks are among society’s truest forms of democracy,
Thomas Balsley has built a reputation for creating public spaces that enhance and
enrich lives of the individuals and communities who inhabit them through landscape
architecture and urban design.

Mr. Balsley’s work often exists in the margins of the city, the industrial edges, the
waterfronts and the scraps left over from the urban grid. It is in these spaces that he
pushes the possibilities of landscape architecture to move beyond the romantic and
the merely decorative. Mr. Balsley has reshaped social and cultural spaces around
the world by sparking the public’s imagination with landscapes that are sustainable,
teaming with public life, and are a source of civic pride.

In New York City alone, Mr. Balsley has completed more than 100 parks and plazas
including Hunter’s Point South Waterfront Park, Riverside Park South, Gantry Park,
Chelsea Waterside Park, Peggy Rockefeller Plaza and Capitol Plaza. In an unexpected
gesture of recognition for Mr. Balsley’s contribution to New York City’s public realm, a
park he designed on 57th Street was renamed Balsley Park.

His impact throughout the United States can be seen in new downtown and
waterfront parks in Main Street Garden in Dallas, West Shore Park at Baltimore’s
Inner Harbor, Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park in Tampa, South Waterfront in Portland
and Skyline Park in Denver. Award-winning work abroad includes Osaka World Trade
Center, Gate City in Tokyo, Leeum Museum and Busan Lotte Tower in Korea.

Every year brings international recognition in the form of awards and citations from
professional and civic organizations, including the American Society of Landscape
Architects, the American Institute of Architects, Environmental Design Research
Association, the Institute for Urban Design and the Waterfront Center.

Thomas Balsley Associates’ work has appeared in national and international
publications and media including the recent BBC documentary “Around the World

in 80 Gardens,” ELA of Korea, The New York Times, The New York Times Magazine,
Landscape Architecture Magazine, Metropolis, Sculpture Magazine, Architectural
Record, Abitare, Arredo Urbano, Progressive Architecture, UArca, Arredo Urbano, Ville
Giardini, Sculpture, International Design, ULl Urban Land, Places, Chinese Architect,
and Japan Landscape, and many others.
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Mr. Balsley is a graduate of Syracuse University and the State University of New York College of
Environmental Science and Forestry. His lectures and teachings have extended to around the
world including Harvard’s Graduate School of Design, SUNY ESF at Syracuse, the University of
Pennsylvania, the National Building Museum and Seoul National University.

In the introduction to “Thomas Balsley: The Urban Landscape,” Peter Walker writes “Balsley’s
practice is real, highly political, and artful, and he has made himself a spokesperson for open
space, the designed public realm, and landscape architecture.”

Without knowing that one day | would be writing this nomination, | have had the pleasure

of visiting many of Tom’s parks and plazas. All of the public spaces | have experienced exhibit

a vivacity unsurpassed in many cities, engaging all users: neighborhood residents, tourists,
children, persons of all abilities, elderly, even dogs. His designs also energize the locality that
they are set in — this is very evident in Hunter’s Point South Waterfront Park. One of city’s most
ambitious and complex developments in decades, Hunter’s Point South Park aspires to be a new
kind of project. Focusing on designing a park and infrastructural system that was innovative,
flexible, and aspirational, the proposal wove together all designed elements of the project and
thus expanded traditional roles of the core design team, blurring the lines between landscape
architecture, architecture, and engineering. Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park is an extraordinary
urban transformation of a barren and lifeless riverfront site into a space teeming with vibrant
civic life. Even on the chilly January day that | was there, it was full of people enjoying the
playground, dog park, amphitheater seating, and dramatic views of the waterfront.

Tom has been a member of ASLA for over 40 years and regularly contributes to our annual
fundraising event, The President’s Dinner and he also serves on the ASLA Fundraising Task
Force. His firm has donated generously to the ASLA Center for Landscape Architecture at the
Stewardship Society level.

| give Tom my utmost respect for his design solutions — he is an inspiration to landscape
architects all over the world and has given back to many communities by providing dynamic,
engaging and creative spaces that elevate the true spirit of the site. It is for this that | heartily
submit this nomination and ask that the Executive Committee and Board of Trustees give Tom
Balsley the highest consideration for ASLA Design Medal.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Nitzky, RLA, ASLA, ISA

ASLA-NY Chapter President
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Select Awards and Competitions:

101 WARREN STREET - New York, NY
Award of Excellence - AIA NY

40 MERCER STREET - New York, NY
Best of Year Award - NY Construction

51 ASTOR PLACE - New York, NY
2015 Merit Award - ASLA-NY

BALSLEY PARK - New York, NY
Merit Award - ASLA-NY

CAPITOL PLAZA - New York, NY
ULI Top Ten Public Spaces
Honor Award - ASLA

Honor Award - ASLA-NY

CHELSEA WATERSIDE PARK - New York, NY
Merit Award - ASLA-NY
First Place - Invited Design Competition

CORNERSTONE FESTIVAL “THE PARTY’S OVER”
Finalist - Invited Design Competition

CURTIS HIXON WATERFRONT PARK - Tampa, FL
Honor Award - FL ASLA
Merit Award — ASLA-NY

Urban Excellence Award - Tampa Downtown
Partnership

“Top 9 Parks in the US” list - Atlantic Cities.com

EAST RIVER ESPLANADE PARK - New York, NY
Honor Award - ASLA-NY
Honor Award - The Waterfront Center

FERRY POINT GOLF COURSE - Bronx, NY
Award of Excellence - FL ASLA
Environmental Sustainability Award - FL ASLA

GANTRY PLAZA STATE PARK - Queens, NY
Honor Award - ASLA-NY

Design Award - EDRA/PLACES

Honor Award - ASLA

Tucker Architectural Award of Excellence
Grand Award - International Waterfront Center

GATEWAY MALL - St. Louis, MO
Planning Excellence in Urban Design Award
Canadian Institute of Planners

GOTHAM WEST - New York, NY
2015 Merit Award - ASLA-NY

HUNTER'’S POINT SOUTH WATERFRONT PARK -
Long Island City, NY

Honor Award - International Waterfront Center
Honor Award - Professional ASLA

Best Landscape Award - Architect’s Newspaper
Play Award - Architect Magazine

2015 Merit Award - ASLA-NY

Merit Award - AIA NY

Finalist - World Architecture Festival

Finalist - International Architecture Award - The
Chicago Atheneum

Green Good Design Award - The Chicago
Atheneum

American Architecture Award - The Chicago
Atheneum

INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL - New York, NY
Merit Award - ASLA-NY

JACOB JAVITS ENTRY PAVILION - New York, NY
Design Excellence Award - GSA

KASUMIGASEKI PLAZA - Tokyo, Japan
1st Place - Invited Design Competition
Good Design Award

LIBRARY GREEN - New Rochelle, NY
Merit Award - ASLA-NY

LEEUM SAMSUNG MUSEUM OF ART - Seoul, South

Korea
Zippero Award

MAGOK WATERFRONT - Seoul, South Korea

First Place - International Design Competition with

Samoo Architects

MAIN STREET GARDEN PARK - Dallas, TX
Merit Award - ASLA-NY
Honor Award - TX ASLA

MACOMBS DAM PARK AT YANKEE STADIUM -
Bronx, NY

Merit Award - ASLA-NY

MARTHA STEWART RESIDENCE - East Hampton, NY

Honor Award - ASLA-NY
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MYIEDGAR EVERS ACADEMIC CENTER - Brooklyn,

AIA Special Citation for Excellence
SARA New York Council Design Award

NATIONAL ECOLOGICAL CENTER - Seochon, Korea

First Place - International Design Competition with
Samoo Architects

NISSAN RETAIL ENVIRONMENT DESIGN PROJECT
SEGD Design Awards

NORTH END PARK - BIG DIG - Boston, MA
Finalist - Invited Design Competition

OSAKA WORLD TRADE CENTER - Osaka, Japan
Osaka Machinami Award with Nikken Sekkei

PACIFIC DESIGN CENTER - West Hollywood, CA
Merit Award - ASLA-NY

Grand Prize Award - Southern CA Development
Forum

Merit Award - SCC/ASLA

PARC DE LA VILLETTE - Paris, France

First Place - International Design Competition with
Bernard Tschumi

PEGGY ROCKEFELLER PLAZA - New York, NY
First Place - Invited Design Competition
Merit Award - ASLA-NY

PERK PARK - Cleveland, OH
Merit Award - International Downtown Association
Merit Award - OH ASLA

Downtown Achievement Merit Award -
International Downtown Association

Merit Award — ASLA-NY

PERTAMINA ENERGY TOWER - Jakarta, Indonesia
Gold Best Futura Mega Project - MIPIM Asia

RIVERSIDE PARK SOUTH - New York, NY
Honor Award - The Waterfront Center

NYC Public Design Commission 2012 Award for
Design Excellence

Merit Award - ASLA-NY
Honor Award - ASLA-NY
NYS Governor’'s Waterfront Rediscovery Award

ﬁvEARSON LEHMAN PUBLIC GARDEN - New York,

Merit Award - ASLA-NY

SIPG HARBOR CITY PARKS - Shanghai, China
First Place - Invited Design Competition

SKYLINE PARK - Denver, CO

President’s Award - Downtown Denver
Partnership

SOUTH WATERFRONT PARK - Portland, OR
Honor Award - OR ASLA

Green Good Design Award - The Chicago
Atheneum

Honor Award - ASLA-NY

ST. LOUIS ARCH GROUNDS CONNECTOR - St.
Louis, MO

Merit Award - ASLA-NY
Merit Award - St. Louis ASLA

WEST MIDTOWN FERRY TERMINAL - New York, NY
Merit Award with Budova Associates - AIA NY

WEST SHORE PARK - Baltimore, MD
2007 Merit Award - ASLA-NY
2006 Merit Award - ASLA Potomac & Maryland

WESTMOOR PARK - West Hartford, CT
1st Place National Design Competition
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150 West 28" Street, Suite 605
New York, NY 10001
212-255-8350

ASLA Executive Committee
636 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001-3735

Re: Design Medal Nominee-Thomas Balsley FASLA
Dear Executive Committee:
It's an honor to write a recommendation for Thomas Balsley’s nomination for the ASLA Design Medal.

| have worked with Tom for nearly 15 years, first as a young professional in New York and now as a colleague. Through
his wide range of projects, from urban design and planning to residential, Tom always reaches and inspires the end user.
My experience with him is primarily through his waterfront projects located in different areas of the country including
New York, Florida and Texas.

Working closely with Tom and his staff, I've provided peer review for his projects in these states. Through this thorough
inspection of his designs, it's clear he knows his clients and audience, presenting outstanding public open space that
provides a sequence of rooms addressing large as well as small groupings. Not only do all of his parks address the
needs of people but his dog runs in these parks are second to none. It takes a talented designer to understand that a
good public open space addresses the needs of any population, in this case the growing population of pet owners. Tom
successfully engages both human and dog in the most creative use of space while never alienating this user group from
other park users.  Through all his projects Tom deftly addresses multiple local user groups, providing experiences to
enhance everyone’s life.

Along with doing the peer reviews I've also been on the construction management side of his projects. It is here the
talents of a great designer are realized. It's always been a pleasure to work with Tom in this capacity because he
understands the complexity of implementation and anticipates that during the construction document phase with well-
developed and thought out detailing.

| can truly think of no one more deserving of the ASLA Design Medal than Thomas Balsley FASLA.

Sincerely,

Ty

Annette P. Wilkus FASLA RLA
Founding Principal

Landscape Architecture %MHI Construction Management



NYC Parks

212.360.3485 Charles.McKinney@parks.nyc.gov City of New York
Principal Urban Designer 212.360.3453 Parks & Recreation

The Arsenal

Central Park

New York, NY 10065
www.nyc.gov/parks

To the Members of the ASLA Honors Committee:

This is an enthusiastic recommendation of Thomas Balsley for the National ASLA
Design Medal. | believe he represents the ideals you seek to recognize. | have direct
knowledge of Thomas Balsley’s skills as a landscape architect, having worked with him
when | was Administrator of Riverside Park for the City of New York, and later as NYC
Parks’ Chief of Design. He has made many contributions to imaginative public space in
New York City, most recently the forward thinking Hunter’s Point Park.

His design for Riverside Park South was promethean, transforming a derelict rail
yard, blighted by an overhead highway, into trove of delightful waterfront surprises.
Riverside Park South, realized the dream of soccer youngsters, river walkers,
fishermen, bikers and birders, even rail barge enthusiasts. In the early 1990s this large
site was rezoned ito allow large scale mixed-used development and a large privately
funded park. Tom worked with skittish neighborhood groups to design a park that gave
them access to the shoreline, a breezy and even fanciful pier that stretched into the
river, a crucial link in the Manhattan bikeway and even the promise of a below grade
highway.

In every instance, the design made the most of the Hudson river, providing
maximum access while respecting the worthy goals of environmental conservationists.
Sweeps of Spartina and other grasses surprise everyone with their blurry glow when
backlit in the summer sunset. Benches here, on a summer eve, are glorious.

His artful designs are always accompanied by solid client services, relations and

value, qualities that serve the reputaion of the profesion well. Please give him your
highest consideration and contact me if you would like to discuss his attributes further.

Sincerely,

CMJ\\ ‘

Principal Urban Designer, NYC Parks
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To the ASLLA Board of Trustees;

I 'am writing to endorse the nomination of Thomas Balsley, FASLA, for the ASLLA Design
Medal. I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with Thomas for several decades,
notable on some of his outstanding design of parks in New York City.

I first came to know Thomas when he worked on the design for Riverside Park South, the
extraordinary, 20-acre park on the edge of the Hudson River between historic Riverside Park
and the new Hudson River Park. Riverside Park South came about as the result of a grand
“civic compromise” engineered by non-profit groups and the City to address concerns about
the development of the West Side rail yards. Key to the compromise was the 21-acre park,
paid for by the developers of the luxury housing on the adjacent site, but designed as a public
park for the residents of the upper West Side.

Tom led his extraordinary team though countless community meetings, fighting with
developers and city officials to ensure that the best, most beautiful park would be designed,
one that paid homage to the hybrid Olmsted/WPA park to the north, and anticipated the
new Hudson River Park to the south, seamlessly blending the late-Victorian age, the WPA,
and a decidedly contemporary vision, using the themes of the rail yard and river transport
while never doing hokey history or “ye olde park.”

Another great design achievement is the Gantry Plaza State Park in western Queens, also on
a river’s edge. In re-using a formerly industrial site built for commercial exchange, Thomas
skillfully wove in abandoned industrial infrastructure, notably the eponymous gantries, while
also introducing for the first time in NYC the use of native grasses and shrubs instead of
annual beds and predictable plant palettes.

Gantry Plaza State Park and Riverside Park South have come to be two of my very favorite
parks in NYC, their holistic designs encompassing unique but timeless furnishings and
providing simple but elegant grandeur to NYC’s waterfront landscapes. Thomas has gone on
from those projects to build major landscapes, public, corporate and private, all over the
world, and his singular vision for great urban parks and other public places makes him a very
worthy candidate for the ASLA Design Medal.

Sincerely,
Adrian Benepe
Senior Vice President

Director of City Park Development
The Trust for Public Land



RIVERSIDE PARK SOUTH, New York, NY
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA
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CURTIS HIXON WATERFONT PARK, Tampa, FL
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA



GANTRY PLAZA STATE PARK - Queens, NY
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA




HUNTER’S POINT SOUTH WATERFRONT PARK - Long Island City, NY
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA
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MAIN STREET GARDEN PARK - Dallas, TX
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA




51 ASTOR PLACE - New York, NY
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA




INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL - New York, NY
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA




PERK PARK - Cleveland, OH
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA




PEGGY ROCKEFELLER PLAZA - New York, NY CAPITOL PLAZA - New York, NY
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA
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NORTH SHORE LIJ MEDICAL CENTER - Long Island, NY
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA




GATE CITY OSAKI- Tokyo, Japan
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA



LEEUM SAMSUNG MUSEUM OF ART - Seoul, South Korea
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA



SKYLINE PARK - Denver, CO
ASLA Design Medal Nomination - Thomas Balsley, FASLA
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selected press

thomasbalsleyassociates



monograph

THOMAS BALSLEY
THE URBAN LANDSCAPE

FOREWORD BY HERBERT MUSCHAMP ARCHITECTURE CRITIC FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

INTRODUCTION: PETER WALKER

Throughout the 1980s and the 1990s when most landscape architects were busily expanding in the suburbs or
analyzing and defending the wilderness, Tom Balsley was carrying on an entirely different battle - one that is proving
of more importance. Coming from a small town, he set up practice - almost upon graduation - in the heart of
America’s most populous and urbanized city. He was not the first to attempt an urban practice; from Frederick
Law Olmsted to Robert Zion, others had tried - and then repaired to greener pastrues. Only Paul Friedberg had
succeeded in the previous generation, during a time of economic boom and high public interest in urban and
social renewal.

Balsley came at a time of economic ups and downs and out of his uncertainty chose a place between the urban
developers and the people who make up New York City’s many neighborhoods. Here he skillfully carried out a
unique career designing the relatively small but intensely needed open spaces that bring focus and contrast to the
virtually unrelenting hardness and density that is New York.

Balsley created clients where there were none and found budgets where none had existed, often from the
developers themselves. His practice is real, highly political, and artful, and he has made himself a spokesman for
open space, the designed public realm, and landscape architecture.
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SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

76 / LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MAGAZINE 49702111

BY MIMI ZEIGER AFTER 40 YEARS IN PRACTICE, THE VETERAN

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT TRAVELS WELL WITH
APORTFOLIO BUILT ON AN ARCHIPELAGO OF
SMALL CIVIC SPACES IN NEW YORK CITY.,

IMAGE CREDIT

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MAGAZINE 478 211 /77

Featured in Landscape Architecture Magazine

thomasbalsleya
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capitol plaza

NEW YORK 2001 )
Capitol Plaza is located in the residential neighbourhood

outs reveal bamboo planted behind, while one of the
of Chelsea Heights, amid the weekend antiques markets cut-outs is the spout for a fountain. That wall is an
and Flower District shops. This new public space, which

inexpensive corrugated board,” Balsley states. ‘The idea
connects 26th and 27th Streets just east of Sixth Avenue,

is that its colour will change: with a swipe of a paintbru
features seating areas, a promenade and cafés. Curved we could change that piece entirely. After all, in an urba

walls slice through the plaza, organizing it into distinct environment everything changes all the time." Of the cyl

Avant Gardeners Landscape Architecture
° °

pacific design center

A WHALE OF A GARDEN LT

The ground plane makes waves at Cesar Pelli’s "On the west side of the building,

Pacific Design Center. By Mark Hinshaw formerly off-putting plaza and a

k concrete amphitheater have been
"The spaces surrounding the PDC  "The Design Center was given a transformed into a circular, dish-
complex are now part of the new ground plane with rolling shaped fountain that creates a
community fabric. The spaces are  ‘waves' of green. Long rolling dramatic focal point for the main
adjacent to an ensemble of hillocks are sharply interrupted by~ public space.. The major buildings,
buildings and greens that is long, low, reddish-colored walls. together with a small museum
continuing to evolve." The contrast is striking and artful"  building, fram the space.”

DESIGN

Landscape Architecture Landscape Architect

thomse

balsleyassociates



gate city

GATE CITY OSAKI

ING AND URBAN DES

Fall 2002

For this mixed-use development in Osaki on the outskirts of Tokyo,
Thomas Balsley Associates has designed a public plaza that is the
main entry to the comples, as well as a public garden linking the
complex to the residential neighborhood to the north.

The entry plaza features two groves of trees planted in grids
one, a grove of living trees; the other, abstract sculpture recalling trees.
The plaza is covered with a paving of gray and white granite in a
strong geometrical patern of parallelograms that take their angles fom
the triangular beds of trees, slicing throush the living grove are cuts of
paving or channels of vater (also parallelograms), several of the water

h: | ptying into an pool with an d edge that
creates a line of foam. The second grove, in a grid but with a less
articulated ground, is of orange columns. The two groves are placed
s0 that pedestrians heading toward the escalators will pass between
them and experience the dialog between leaning orange columns and

RONMENTAL

ART E

| REVIEW OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE GARDE

Land Forum

—

andsc

Intfernational New

Designed Landscape Forum I1l

Thomas Balsley Associates

The north garden links the development to the adjacent
neighborhood. Pedestrians can enter the garden along a footbridge
over a canal or through the building's atrium. At the outer edges of the
garden are three follies as vell as more naturalistic garden that takes
its cues from the Japanese. The follies are conceived on a botanical
theme, each derived from a different degree of spatial enclosure, the
chartreuse yellow folly, Cares, explores space that lacks a complete
physical surround. The central folly Phragmites, provides a greater
sense of enclosure while the spacing and slant of its fuchsia columns
suggest the force of a blowing wind. The third folly is Calla, two dark
sray petals wrapped in a dance that suggests a solid enclosure. Again,
a5 in the entry plaza, the experience of the space develops from a
contrast between the artificial folly in vegetative form-a grass, a reed,
and a lily-and the greener, living surround.

Gardens
for the Future

Gestures Against the Wild

Guy Cooper and Gordon Taylor

THE MONACELLI PRESS

This painted, welded steel sculpture
is one of three "gardenFollies” made
by Thomas Balsley for a public park
called Gate city in Osaki, Tokyo,
Japan. This piece, made in 1998,
was inspired by sedge leaves.

ate CSai
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Designer _ Thomas Balsey Associates
Team_ Thoras Balsley{ead i
Consultants _ Avchitect - Nikken Sekkei Architects/ Lighting - LPA Inc.
Client _ Mitsui Fudosan

Location _ Tokyo, Japan

Photographer..Courtesy of Thomas Balsiey Associates

Iptor, Steven T, Keith Crawlore
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osaka world trade center

GN

OSAKA WORLD TRADE CENTER

Fall 2002

The space at the bottom of the World Trade Center, Osaka's
tallest building, was divided so that unifying the whole design
became a central issuc in creating a park environment. The
most intrusive elements were the rows of concrete ventilation
towers rising from the structurc below. In the North Garden
these were transformed into a performance stage structur,
while the six in the South court were incorporated into a
fountain as stainloss stecl concs rising like the noscs of rockets
out of a lagoon. Elevating the park by some throe feet allowed
planting without containers as well as an intriguing display of
falling water in the South Court fountain of the cones.

Thomas Balsley Associates

Designed Landscape Forum Il

The plaza's fountain edge is expressed as a orescent of stepped
cdges over which the water cascades in carcfully modulated
waves into a lower pool, which in tum forms a crescent in a
cireular terrace detailed in altemating rings of dark and light
pavers. The pool edge has been detailed with whimsical red
spheres. Beyond the edge of the pool a more relaxed serics of
curves creates coves and peninsulas planted with dogwoods and
pine trees, a frame that softens and enhances the mysterious
cones. The perforations in the cones cmit mist in summer, fog
and steam in winter, and at night the whole is bathed in a red
glow. a suitable futuristic addition to the city of Osaka, which

September-October 1995

COMMISSIONS

calls itself "Cosmos City" in a celebration of space technology.

HITECTURE GARDEN ART ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND URBAN DI

Thomas Balsley :
Osako World Trade Center Gorden, Osaka, Japan L

In the middie of Osaka, next to the World Trade Center, a new sculptural
fountain plaza provides a welcomed respite from \hc cty. Organically
mm the to relax and
linger in the plaza café.
The plaza was created lehomas Bl
Associates,a New York landscape mhm:gﬁ E
ject! based on his|

iggest
had several limitations, including heavy mﬁmpmﬁ
protruding v:nnlmn umts.ﬁ'nm a pafnlng garag
rooms below. Tall, Y
laton units while il .mnq ai nm i xhaust. Fo
* adds movement and muffies urban mu(m‘ﬁpﬂm
the im of the seating area delineate the lagoon ant

REVIEW OF LANDSCAPE AR

Sculpture Magazine

VISIONARIES OF THE CONTEMPORARY LANDSCAP

‘World Trade Centre

0SAKA 1995
Cosmos Tower is the centrepiece of Cosmo City, a mixed-
use development along Osaka's harbour front. The tower's
base is dedicated to public spaces, including a major retail
centre that attracts visitors, office workers and shoppers.
“This was an invitation from a client who said, “Our
architecture is frankly forgettable: you have the chance
to be more imaginative™.” Balsley states. ‘Architects will
often try to dominate our artistic intention. This was the
client saying: ignore the architect

Balsley's greatest challenge here was the need to
work around existing foundations and a series of concrete
ventilators. He reshaped and incorporated these unsightly
features into sculptural forms, whose random perforations
allow light and steam to escape. Those in the North Garden
have been transformed into a performance stage, while the
six in the South Plaza appear as cone sculptures. Setin a

The designers grectest challenge were the
below grode slobs. ond rows of concrele
wenfilotion ossociated with mechanicol
spoces below. Bolsley have imaginasively
reshaped ond incorporoted thess unsightly
infruders info eloborate roised gardens,
fountaing and inriguing sculpturol features.
Those in the Norh Gorden have been
transformed info o pedormance sioge
sivctre while the six in the South Plozo
appeor as cone sculplures. Set in o mist pool
ond gloving red at night, the daincive
sicinless steel cones provide on astonishingly
beautiul ond mysterious sight for Werd
Trode Centre vistors and help o define the
siraet level imoge ond sylistic tone for the
enfire project, Their random perorasions
allowlight ond stearn ermissions that leave an

The WTC Building, also known as Cosmos
Tower, is the centrapiecs of Cosmo Ciy,
new mised-use development along Osakals
harbourfront. The tower's base s dedicoted o
public spaces induding o maior refod centre
which, fogether with the odjoining Asian
Troding Centre, s o mojor amogion for
visors, shoppers and tha thowsands of offce
workers in the area. The open spaces consist
of o huge indoor-outdoor atium space
called Fespa connecting o the Souih Ploz
ond the North Garden.

Thamas Baldley Associates (US4 jcined the
design team at @ peint when the structure of
the project wers already finclised. Seizing
opportunily from spofiol ond sinuctural
constraints, the designer welcomed the
honce to explore the spnces oferfinl and

Architecture +

mist pool and glowing red at night, these distinctive cones
help to define the stylistic tone for the entire project

Avant Gardeners




main street garden park
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Wain Street Garden,
Dallas

A open Buperfommance

on 12 b n ey

Interiors

Dallas Kent Merkezi icin Yeni Bir Park

New Park for Downtown Dallas, Texas s s
P 20000
Peyzaj Tasarimi
Thomas Balsley

Associates

» Thomas Balsley Associates'in peyzaj tasarimini yaptigt
“Main Street Garden”, Dallas'mn ilk kent parki olma
ozelligini tasiyor. Biiyiikligi 8.000 m*yi asan bu parkin
acilist ile birlikte, Dallas'ta kent merkezinin yeni sakinler
e icin yeniden canlandinlmasina ve kent yasaminin

7,100 m* gelistirilmesine snemli bir katki koyulmus oldu. Bélgenin
son zamanlardaki canlanma siireci, adlandinildig: gibi,

;’;;""5"'“& jlarti “Main Street Mucizesi” yerel toplulugun ekonomik ve
¥ toplumsal etkinliklerini kapsayan bir dirilisi ifade ediyor,
lore Bpdione “Main Street Garden” ise bu degisimin katalizorii
Thomas Baisley gisimin katalizorii
Fotografiar: Associates tarafindan  Konumunda bulunuyor.
Thomas Balsley YAPI dergisi igin 6zel Kurucu ortak Thomas Balsley proje hakkinda sunlan
Associates olarak gonderilmistir. sdyliiyor: “Dallas projesi biiromuzun temel amaglarindan

Luca Maria Francesco Fabris. 'Occidente, nel
sensodi America ed Europa, & diviso dall'Oceano Atlantico
come da uno specchio, il cui riflesso spesso non collima
perfetiamente, ma sembra agire da scambiatore a tempi
inversi. Corsi ¢ ricorsi della storia recente sono Ii a dimo-

biti della politica e delletica

1 due interventi firmati da Thomas Balsey associates riportan
nel cuore delle citta americane la vitalit,
deglispaziaperti europei. Creando nuovielementi catalizzator

dellacitta texana, coinvolta da un imponente piano di rivita-
lizzazione del suo centro, finora dedicato al commercio €
costellato i grattacieli. II progetto di Balsey, scelto tramite
un concorso a inviti, costituisce con i suoi 8 mila metri qua-
drati il primo polmone verde inserito ne\ downtown di Dallas,

sociale. Se I America cambia per adlmare qualcosa di eu-
[

b che ha decso di rcosnire I o tosuto a prtie

ropeo,
N0 non pii esistente. Il sistema deu vasi comunicanti
nell'

noil posto degli uffici. Il disegna del parco & contemporaned

non funzionare. Lo
i nota anche in architettura. Se in Europa si procede an-
cora sulla via della trasformazione delle centralita in nuovi
downtown dedicati al terziario e al commercio, in America

dano, fra cui il Municipio di Dallzs. Al linguaggio aulico degl
anni Sessanta Balsey risponde con linee minimali e ambien-
ti che, come stanze, danno vita a una collana di possibil

i cerca di portare in
hanno contraddistinto a sempre le citta europee.

due esempi riusciti di questa nuova politica dello spano
pubblico statunitense progettati da Thomas Balsey asso-
ciates, studio di architettura del paesaggio noto a livello
internazionale che da pi di 35 anni opera a New York,
dove ha realizzato oltre cento spazi pubblici.

il Street Garden di Dallas

nuoviresidenti, agl studenti e agli impie.

gati. Intorno al grande spiazzo verde si raccolgono aree di

seduta, veri e propri ambienti all'aria aperta in cui fermars

astudiare, giochi dacqua, spazi civici e piccole infrastruttu

re capaci di ospitare eventi_ |1 tutto insieme con due serie

contrapposte di giardin fineari, le cui tonalita variano a
n

& il primo parco pubblico inserito lungo Iasse principale

Zatore per una ita urbana.
A Tampa, in Florida, o studio Thomas Balsey associates,

Costruire



HEART OF MAGOK IS NATURE OF
LIVING WATER

Samoo Architects & Engineers Enginee

The site is located at the heart of the Magok District, and is the single
large, undeveloped site remaining in Seoul. It performs the dual role of
a parkin the city center, and additionally, that of an ecological park. We
planned to create a park with strong urban characteristics in the area
south of the Yangcheon Road, where a time of leisure, rest, and inter-
action can be enjoyed, while designing a park that can accommodate
various animals and plants together with strong natural elements, in the
north side.

the between
Mt. Gaehwa- Gangeo Ecological Park and Mt. Gung, and the city center
park connects the green axis of the Magok district, thereby concentrat-
ing the vitality of the city and spreading the green energy of the Magok
waterfront thoughout the entire city.

The water of the park is planned to continuously circulate from the Han
River to the reservoir park, lake, waterway, and back to the han River.
The “circulating water” manages the water quality and volume, and acts
as a source o this park to remain aiive and breathing.

| _1st Prize Winner

Kim Kwan joong - Architect, Korea
Thomas Balsley Associates - Landscape Architect, USA

Heart of Magok is
Nature of
Living Water

M-Parks heart is at the core of a state-of-the-art' high-tech research
development (the Magok Development District) located on the
western fringes of Seoul with direct linkages to the Han RiverM-Park,
‘the LIVING WATER", proposes a unique vision for this 2| st-century |
eco-urbanscape posited to redefine contemporary conditions be-
tween urban/land/water/people. With Re-Generation, Re-Cycle and
Re-Connection as overarching principles, the park operates as a new|
sustainable fabric stimulating creative growth within the park, around
the park as well as the Han River

By consciously experimenting with different procedures of aqua-
management, the land design prioritizes unique operational strate-
gies such as water filtration, land sculpting and shaping, water re-
tention, vegetation density, growth patterns and water circulation to
create a diverse ensemble of natural spaces.These diverse ecologies
each provide discrete environments and operational modes while
naturall finding their balance and equiibrium as a whole

i

i
il
it

The use of renewable and recycled materials will provide tangible

Er evidence of responsive stewardship of the natural resources and
= further perpetuates the sustainable goals of development. Carbon
i‘.:::_ neutrality through smart development, forested growth and sustain-
3 it able natural environments is of high priority within the district. Re-
5:"':5._ connecting the organism of life, nature and society is the first step
ferr towards sustainable longevity. On-site power creation provided by
2?“' 4 clean renewable energy sources allows M-Park to thrive completely

outside the regulations of the municipal power grid. Solar and wind

ELA Magazine

SAMOO Architects & Engineers with Thomas Balsley Associates
HPBUTRAMRL =

Locaon Magok-dong, Gangeso-ge, Secud St Area 1,170,750 Deskyn Team SAMOO Archibects & Enginesrs - Kim, Kiean fosng - Kwan, Socn-woo - Kim, K-feon - Chl, Chang-ssen
Nam, Ken-gis - Yang. Sungmin - Sun, Shl - Han, Mi-ck - Kim, Sengrjeon - Bamg. Seung-hwan - Baek, Ho-fug - W Jock T. Phlips - Stas Jefiey - Hrry H. Park - Wei Chag - M
Joon - Jung. s Duk-hoe - P, Hamawvosk  Prod Landscape Archiseche - Lue, Sang-jon

M-Park’s heartis at the core of a'state-of-the-art'high-tech research develoy
7/ ment located on the western fringes of Seoul with direct linkages to the Ha
River. M-Park, the LIVING WATER, proposes a unique vision for this 21st ces
tury eco-urbanscape posited to redefine contemporary conditions betwee|
urban, land, water, people. With Re-Generation, Re-Cycle and Re-Connectiq
asoverarching principles, the park new i ic stin
ulating creative growth within the park, around the park as well as the Hy
River. Our proposal activates multiple conditions of water as a catalyst for
natural eco-system, not simply a restoration of nature, but rather a compl
union between advanced technology, nature and man originating in an i
novative concept/idea of an eco-friendly community. By consciously exper
menting with different procedures of aqua-management, the land desig
prioritizes uniq ional i h as water ion, land sculp
ing and shaping, water retention, vegetation density, growth patterns an
water circulation to create a diverse ensemble of natural spaces. These d
verse ecologies each provide discrete environments and operational mod
while naturally finding their balance and equilibrium as a whole. These are:
areas follows: the Lake Park,the Green Levee, the Marina/Ferry Terminal, th
Commercial & Convention Center, the Reservoir Park, the Eco-Park, the Floo
Gate.

Heart of Magok iis Nature of LIVING WATER

Samoo Architects & Engineers with Thomas Balsley Associates

0= AEZEE IANSLI2

INTERNATIONAL DES
COMPETITION FOR
THE MAGOK

Plus Architecture

thomasbalsleyassociates



riverside park south waterfront park

Rierside Park South i bty dsocies

Master PlanCxPhase 1-4
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No End to Miller Time at Riverside South?

Extell tunnels anward in long-waited bid ta bury West Side highway, but project may still take decatles

©f wibrant pedestrian rivor-adgs farm
A ——— Seo
e Is woven (og
1acact with na

In recent years, New Yorkers have seen parkland burgeon along the Hudson River, nowhere mare
expansively than at Riverside Park South, where boarchwalks, overlooks, and marsh grasses wind along the
water's edge. But the beauty of this new |andscape between 99th and 72nd streets is blighted by an
elevated stretch of the West Side Highway that spews noise, fumes, and debris onto the park helow

Unbeknownst to passing rollerkladers, Extell Development, which is completing the new park as part of its
Riverside South complex, has quietly been building a whopping chunk of infrastructure ta bury this noxious
stretch af road: a $60 million tunnel shell between &1st and 65th streets. Itis ane of the first pieces of a
decades-old plan ta sink the elevated structure, knawn as the Miller Highway, and extend the park from
Riverside South's dozen-odd new towers ta the river in @ monumental, 3/4-mile-long public space

The removal of the highray, which would be topped with park fram roughty 615t ta 70th streets, has been
dream of planners and community advocates since the project's 1991 masterplan, led by Skidmore, Owing
& Merrill and hased on a plan by Paul Willen and Daniel Gutman, with |andscape design by Thamas Balsle
Associates. That plan, devised for the Trump Organization, the original developer of the 77-acre Penn
Central railyards site, calls for the highway to be buried below Riverside Boulevard, a new access road that
runs west of the towers

Public Lodscape




gantry plaza state park
ARCHITECTURAL
RECDO
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Thomas Balsley and collaborators reclaim
priceless waterfront formerly lost to industrial use

for GANTRY PLAZA STATE PARK

S —— . 4

Archlfec‘rurol Record

BIB]C

“Around the World in 80 Gardens™ was a BBC felevision
series that embarked on an epic quest to see the
world through 80 of its most beautiful and fascinating
gardens.

Landscape Archlfec‘rure

ART/ARCHITECTURE
HERBERT MUSCHAMP

Where Iron Gives Way to Beauty and Games

(e T
ng

Episode five showcased Thomas Balsley as one of
America’s leading public landscape architects.
Featuring Gantry Plaza State Park as a testament to
Balsley's values, the show highlights the design's strong
links to the history, and surroundings that celebrated
the heritage of the site.

An inferview with Balsley emphasized the contrasting
nature of the park -- it is a large public park sef in the
midst of the world's most densely populated city that
simultaneously offers the intimacy of a small private
garden.
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intercontinental hotel, nyc

CASAS MAS

HOGAR | JARDINERIA | BIENES RAICES | URBANISMO | DISERO DE INTERIORES

Pledras blancas
derio, piscina

Thomas Balsley Designs

PAISAJISMO
EN LA GRAN MANZANA

Abril de 2011 | Afic 4 | Ne. 143 | Grupo Milenio

LEONOR GUTIERREZ

Este propio hanco deriva &n un campo de pisdias de o
que recuerdn los jrcires trackcionales e Japor y de forr
do, un paisaje en forma. de teatro, que s pone en marcha.
contraun mura de grarito lsminads y un finea de sistema.
de ikminacin de dlima gerrracicn.
composicicn e Babsley pro-
poreionan una senacicn de pmm.dm queva desdela
\m el vt d roospainhest ot i o
asiuna sxpetienciainobid:

de Nueva York

de ltima bicado en & centro del distrito de Times Square,
jeneracién, st ruevo hotel do curo ssirales es ol lugar idesl
osque de pora os tutstzs que vislan mucho y buscan un o
Damby, drbolos  par afrssc ko cals cuda
escullurales, Y qué mebr descanse, teniendo como marco et fardin
& fln, toda Una  zen que binda un aho d aitreo del diaa dia. Su disefio
obra maestra paisajita y la phniicacion wbarm estuvieron a cargo de
en jardineria Thoms oy, aue mussan o s carac-
para apreciarse tersioas deun jarclin jponés:
en el nuevo
patio del otel 1o el prtocdcs s spod s
I ro-
Times Square ferencias modermas con acabados metdlicos, paredes de

resina en color rojo brilartey sutiles acentos de duminacion

‘EI mm et cissfiadlo para cvigenar ol
hots, iteral y figurado,

visualy espirial a los husspeclss e desean retiarse del
bulicio dela citacP, sxpica Thomes Belley.

TH(M'A:\M LEvu o \uTE

sajo mirimalista. Por més Balsley Associates fa re-

: oz fomae esoacm bans en todo i muredo mediete &

de bambiay un banco de pi dissfio do jca piblca. Alguros de

boj, que finde homenaje al més tiacicionl estlojaponés.  1os proyectes que ha participads en au corstiuccion sor:

Thomas Baisk (TBA) es uno de los creadores  parques urbsins, passos markimos, comersiaks, reskden-
més de los parques urbanos de Estaxdos Uni-  ciales los paisaies e recreo.

dos; plasmando su sensbiidad en ests proyecto, desde la
legack i hotel e presenta una. sererichd atemporal que
parsce cumplir con el objetivo: brivdar descanso a través
de un oasis de tranuiidad.

Por su parte, o patio esti compuesto por un serie de pei-
sajes cuyas caracteristioas b haoen ser aspecial y respira-
ble; esti constrLido en capas orquestadss por el fabiican-
15 Balsley, dond inclys cobarturas escalonadss, un boj
cottado allado de un banco ds piedra fotarte.

En Nueva York. s empiesa hi disefiado més de 100 pr-
ques pilbicos y azas como o Chelesa Watsrside Park y
Parque Rl del Sur

Mistiras. qus fusra de Nusva York ha realizaclo proysctos
oma Huters Point en San Francisco, Curtis Hixon Water-
front Park en Tampa, Parque Horizonte, en Derver, West
‘Shore Perk en Ealtimors, of World Trodde Canter Plaza en
Osaka, Japon'y o Frerte Magok en Corea del Sur.

Il

&he New ork Times

The InterContinental Hotel at West 44th Street and Eighth Avenue opened Thursday.

The glassification of seedy old Times Square marched on Thursday morning
with the official “vine-cutting” ceremony to celebrate the opening of the new
36-story InterContinental Hotel, which has brought 607 guest rooms, a Todd
English restaurant, lounge and cafe and several measures of eco-friendliness
to along stretch of 44th Street at Eighth Avenue. The hotel, which named its
meeting rooms after Manhattan parks, uses compact fluorescent and L.E.D.
lights, low-flow toilets, “green” housekeeping products and off-site
composting.

“It’s nice to be here at the crossroads of the
world to celebrate the opening of the largest
hotel built in the city in nearly a decade,”
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, standing ona
platform decorated with ferns and potted
bamboo, said of the hotel, which is seeking
silver LEED certification. “This hotel is part
of the future, with a green roof on the
seventh and second floor, in its innovative
use of recyeled materials and lighting

Casas & Mas

The New York Times

February 8, 2011

otto

Landscape Architect Thomas Balsley Latest Project

vibrant red-resin panel behind it, the tree stand above a
accents the composition by day, and gives the red wall a luminous glow by night.

architecture + design

Landscape architects Thomas Balsley Associates, known for urban parks and public spaces, have applied the
landscape sensibility to a different kind of project now open in midtown Manhattan: a 1,500-square-foot co
yard at the new Intercontinental New York Times Square Hotel.

The garden’s sculptural focal point, also designed by Balsley, is a metallic sapling cluster whose form strike:
compelling dialogue with its Zen-like environment. Its visual impact made the more striking by a translucen

pool; subtly

led LED lig]

Thomas Balsley’s New Intercontinental Zen Garden
by Deborah Wilk | Wednesday, February 9, 2011

Despite its very successful cleanup by former mayor Rudolph Giuliani and its current Bloombergian guise as an
outdoor urban mall, New York’s Times Square still epitomizes the concept of urban frazzle. Overrun with com-
muters, theatre lovers, and tourists, employees working in one of the area’s ever-erecting office towers face an
onslaught of pedestrian congestion just getting from train to cubicle. Fortunately, those in need of a little sanc-
tity have been provided respite bv dl hi and urban-planning firm Thomas Balsley
Associates, which just leted a 1,500-sq foot courtyard at the Intercontinental New York Times Square
Hotel.

Situated just beyond reception, the garden quietly catches attention with its centerpiece, a metallic sapling set
before a red resin panel. Inside, the ground is covered with a blanket of white-washed river rocks, completing
the Zen-garden reference. Making the setting still more serene is a vanishing-edge reflecting pool set perpen-
dicular to a series of staggered boxwood hedges. At the center lies a stone bench. The space is enclosed on one
side by a stand of mid-height bamboo growing from a stainless-steel planter set against a wall of laminated
granite. After dark the trees are illuminated from below, but the true lighting focus come from the LEDs embed-
ded within the resin panel, causing it to glow at night. A twilight visit is sure to take the edge off a tough day at
the office. Well, maybe that and well-shaken martini from the hotel bar.

Design Wire

omasbalsleya
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101 PINE TREE FOREST

Lands cape Design by Thomas Balsfey

The New York Times Magazine
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A Singular Creation

The unusual choice of pine trees turns an
urban rooftop into a virtual forest.

people of all walks of life.”

01 Warren ATHONASBAISUERASSOUATES

sked to design a roof garden for a new lusury residential tower
New York's trendy Tribeca neighborhood, Thomas Baisley
luned away from the usual sedum carpets and container
lantings and looked back to his boyhood northeast forest
(periences among which were the hiking breaks taken on a
jne needle carpet with an overhead of pine boughs. His goal
/as o create a place of visual tranquiity, free of the clutter of
lunction or prettiness, yet provocative in its urban context
his design concept explores alteratives to the conventional
otion of a buiding amenity, expanding the landscape into a
ingular conceptual expression of nature and its higher qualites.
tis meant as a giftto those whose experiences or daly lives are
Jestricted to the man-made world.
Perched on the roof of the two-story base building and
lsurrounded by two towers, the unique forest of 101 pine trees
Iises from a fog bed to the sky above. The white pines vary in
Iheight from 30-35 feet and are set in a formation of mounded
lelipse-shaped forms that appear to be swimming in a washed
iverstone floor. Each is framed with the rich rust color of corten
steel edges.
This minimalist mono-culture landscape serves as a metaphor
for the sanctuary and repose found in the pine forest. Whether
accessed directly or simply viewed from afar, residents enjoy
the year-round display including snow covered boughs in winter
storms. Tho tropical hardwood resident lounge paviions at the
forest-floor level offer & closer view of the topography and mugo.

Photographer: John Donnelly
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“There is something about the simplicity
of these elements that seems to speak to

thomasbalsleyassociates



west shore park

| Thomas Balsley Associates
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About

As part of an urban design plan for the Inner Harbor area, Thomas
Babsley Associates prepared an open space master plan that included
a series of new areen parks, promenades, and plazas. The City and
Baltimore Development Corp. then selected Thomas Baksley
Associates as the lead designer for the first phase of implementation,
a new civic green space along the promenade, called West Shore
Park. It will serve as the City’s “front lawn” on which a variety of
exhibits, concerts, movies, performances, festivals, celebrations can
occur along the waterfront and where the city’s residents, workers
and visitors can fi nd shared ground for simple relaxation.

West Shore Park

Strategicaly positioned between the new Visitor Center and the
Science Center, the park will act throughout the day as a major
tourist destination and gathering space. The large, level, and open
lawn is intended a5 a fl exible space that can serve many purposes. It
is i anked by a shaded garden and café area with food kiosks to the
north and a cafee plaza by the visitors center in which a dramatic
interactive spray fountain wil be visile from the new promenade
and Light Street. A large sculptural pavilon wil provide shade and
shelter for performances. The park is level and at grade with
adjacent streets to maximize sight ines. The park's harbor edges
provide dramatic overlooks, ramps, and seating steps that encourage
activity between the promenade and the park. Shaded perimeter
paths with benches and lush planting areas provide shelter seating
from which to view the main park activities and harbor beyond.

International New Landscape

325 fifth avenue

A new residential tower has risen across the sirest from the Empire Stale Building. As a zoning
incentive, it has provided a new public plaza 1o atract and accommodate the area's tourists as %

well as s di i f . residents and shoppers ,ii

The design's success stems from a meliculous attention to design detail and customization e
of a site furiture palette that offers a broad range of social seating opportunities. A cloan,

‘contemporary design composition of spaces, elements and custom fumilurs dsfines the space.
With very litle sunlight available, the design has enlisted glass enclosed light slements such
at pylons, feature walls, wall copings and in-ground linear fixtures to enrich the environment
throughout day and evening hours. A long distinctive lounge bench and entrance path with
modulated linear light inserts is an armature from which shaded gardens, picric tables and a
raised seating overlook are: amanged

In & neighiborhood with a dearth of open spaces, the plaza has become an oasis of social activity
and a sense of pride for its community. This is one of a number of Thomas Balsley designed
spaces that can be found throughout Manhattan that have demonstrated how powerlully small,
vibrant, social spaces can enrich daily lives within their neighborhoods and enhance the urban
lifeslyle model.

With sach small gesture like this, we coliectively make city lfe so compelling that we help stem
‘suburban sprawl and the destruction of our natural environment, This space is not a shalow
gesture of form and color. Beneath its visual appeal lies a careful analysis of neighborhood
cynamics and a deep understanding of the design principles that determine the success of small
urban spaces and ultimately, of our cities.

Credils; Landscape Architecture & Plaza Design - Thomas Balsley Associates

Public Landscape
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hunter’s point south waterfront park
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A Queens Park Opens, Already a Storm Survivor

By DAVID W. DUNLAP Published: September 4, 2013
‘The Hunters Point South Waterfront Park in Queens opened on Aug. 28. It had already survived Hurricane Sandy.
Construction of the 5.5-acre park was well along last October when the storm hit. Surging waters immersed much of the
project, including the central green, a 52.200-square-foot bowl formed by a berm of natural grass wrapping around a flat
playing surface of synthetic turf.

“This whole area had four feet of standing water,” recalled Michael Manfredi of the architectural firm Weiss/Manfredi,
which designed the park in collaboration with Thomas Balsley Associates, a landscape architectural practice, and Arup, an
engineering firm. “Boy, if that wasn’t a test.”

The park passed the test. Water emptied from the green. The pavilion mock-up stood, as did the trees. The planking came
through, justifying the designers” faith in using a Southern yellow pine, specially treated with a sugar cane by-product and
manufactured by Kebony, a Norwegian company.

“The idea is not that the park won’t flood, though ideally, it won't,” Mr. Kimball added. “The resiliency feature i that when
and if it does flood, it can drain quickly and at a pace that the sewers can handle.

‘Welcome to the new world of civic design, in which projects bend so that they will not break.

That is why onc of its most important featurcs can be found at its edge. Running through the plantings along the castern
perimeter, for about 760 feet, are heavy wire cages, 18 inches wide, filled with broken chunks of stone. The cages are sunk
six inches into the ground, but are partly visible among the grasses.

They are called gabions. Their role is to get in the way of floodwaters headed for the sewer system. “They slow it, capture
it, retain it and clean it,” Mr. Manfredi’s partner, Marion Weiss, said.

The central green is an oval 285 feet long and 210 feet wide. The surface of the playing field is bordered by a retaining wall
up to 30 inches high, except where it is closest to the water. There, the field is level with and open to the abutting walkway.
‘This subtle design touch amounts to a flood mitigation measure.

The New York Times

ARCHITECTS

Crit> Hunter’s Point South Park

Alan G. Brake explores New York's newest waterfront park by Thomas Balsley Associates and Weiss/Manfredi

is coming into focus: th

As New York City’s Bloomberg administration comes to an end, one of its major
tion of a new middle-income neighborhood on the formerly industrial waterfront of Long Island City, Queens. Known as Hunter’s Point
South, the area includes thousands of apartments (many of which are permanently affordable), ground floor retail, a bold new school by
FXFOWLE Architects, and an expansive new park designed by Thomas Balsley Associates and Weiss/Manfredi.

Lacking a dedicated conservancy, this city park needs
has figured out how to pack a visual and program-

‘The park’s design displays clever pragmatism that capitalizes on the site’s

10 be tough and low maintenance. Balsley, a veteran of city public space projec
‘matic punch within a constrained budget.

“The newly completed first phase is divided into four distinet zones: to the south a sandy “beach,” at the center a large lawn and am-
phitheater, to the north a decorative “rail garden,” and finally a dog park. The lawn is dominated by a large oval surrounded by curved,
stepped terraces which create an amphitheater to watch games or take in the magnificent view of the East River and the midtown
skyline. The oval serves a number of functions: it creates a focal point for the park, which opens up views on axis with the street; it also
cleverly separates natural turf areas from the artificial turf within the oval (if the natural grass is green, the artificial turf appears seam-
Tess with the natural); it also serves as an athletic field for the new school across the street.

North of the oval, the “rail garden” includes tracks aligned with the original right of way, punctuated by grasses and edged by walls of
board-formed concrete. The designers used standard issue city streetlights, but shortened the posts to create more human scaled light-
ing, one of many resourceful and budget-conscious decisions. The garden is meant to recall the area’s industrial past, and while itis a
pleasant space, it fecls more like a threshold between the large lawn and the adjacent dog run than a destination of its own.

Anew separated bike path lines the eastern edge of the park. Bioswales with gabion walls capture stormwater, and the entire park is
designed to withstand floods and storm surges (the park, then under construction, survived Hurricane Sandy largely unscathed).
Residents of Queens now have an excellent new neighborhood park with a world-class view. For those from outside the area, it s well
worth the ride on the 7 train, or better yet, the Bloomberg-approved East River Ferry.

Alan G. Brake 09112013

hitp/archpaper.com/news/articles.asp?id-6845
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Hunter’s Point Park Heralds New Era for Queens Waterfront
August 27, 2013 By Fred A. Bernstein

The 30-acre swath of Queens known as Hunter’s Point South, where the East River meets Newtown Creek, has shed its
identity crisis. The property was once slated to become part of Queens West, a vast New York State-sponsored mixed-use
development; later, it was the proposed site of the Morphosis-designed athletes’ village for the 2012 Olympics bid.

Then in 2009, the city bought the parcel for $100 million and pledged to fill much of it with middle-income housing.
Ground has now been broken for two large apartment buildings, designed by SHoP and Ismacl Leyva Architects; together,
they will contain 925 “permanently affordable” units.

But the big news is that a 5-acre section of a planned 11-acre park, which will serve as the front lawn for the development,
has just been completed. “The park got built first, not whittled away by developer interests,” says Michael Manfredi, whose
ﬁn'n ‘Weiss/Manfredi, teamed with Thomas Balsley Associates on the design of the park. Arup served as prime consultant

designer. And Sandy didn’t throw ion off schedule, which bodes well for the new
park s future. “There was nothing fragile or precious enough to be damaged,” says Balsley of Sandy’s impact, adding that
he chose “native plantings that could take a brief bath without consequences.”

The park’s centerpiece, a 1.25-acre green oval, is one of New York’s grandest new public spaces, on an axis with a Deco-
era ventilation building for the Queens-Midtown Tunnel, a few hundred feet to the east, and the Empire State Building, just
over a mile to the west, across the East River. Swooping around the south side of the oval is a large, bright-white pavilion
containing restrooms, maintenance facilities, and a café. Its jaunty, pleated-steel roof reaches toward the sky on angled lally
columns.

A dog run on the north side of the oval features a canopy that echoes the larger pavilion. Other park features include a
garden built over old railroad tracks, continuing a theme in which new landscapes incorporate industrial castoffs, a move
employed by Balsley when he began designing neighboring Gantry Plaza State Park in the 1990s. Another six acres of
parkland (and some 4,000 apartments) remain to be built, but already Hunter’s Point South is a promising addition to New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s legacy.

08/1 ark-Queens.asp
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