January 30, 2017
Dear ASLA LaGasse Medal Committee:
Understanding the importance of changing the way we think about cities; I am honored
to support the nomination of Janette Sadik-Khan for the ASLA LaGasse Medal for a
non-landscape architect. Ms. Sadik Kahn serves as a "public intellectual" with national
reputation for addressing the nation’s public landscapes in the context of cities and
urban developments. She is a leader who has concerned herself with the "impact of
science and philosophy on man's perception of a rational universe" by changing how we
perceive movement through a major 21st century city, New York City. Her work is
having an impact across the country as we seek to make cities safer, healthier, and
happier.
Janette Sadik-Khan was appointed commissioner of the New York City Department of
Transportation in 2007 under Mayor Bloomberg. While Commissioner she transformed
the focus of the department from traffic and cars to pedestrians and bicycles, essentially
from machines to people. She oversaw the operation and management of some 6,300
miles of streets throughout the city's five boroughs. In doing so, she took this already
complex job and turned it into a catalyst for change developing it into a hallmark
example for cities across the country.
Despite an apparently ample budget of some $2 billion, Sadik-Khan did not begin by
spending huge amounts of money. Instead she adopted a start-up approach to urban
innovation: rapid testing and regular iteration. She gathered ideas, and tried them at a
small start up scale. If one didn't work, she tried something else, no harm done, little
lost. In Times Square, a tourist site visited daily by 350,000 people, she and the
department created pedestrian zones by painting the asphalt and setting up cheap lawn
chairs. The success of the project was so marked that she was able to persuade
authorities to establish 50 pedestrian zones throughout the city, in the process,
repurposing 26 acres of space previously allocated to cars. In 2013, she helped to
introduce the instantly-popular Citi Bike bicycle-sharing program to the city, making
New York the cycling capital of the United States. Her ideas and projects are being
imitated in cities around the nation including Seattle, Chicago, and Los Angeles.
Jason Gray of the Wall Street Journal described Ms. Sadik-Khan’s six-year tenure as
commissioner as, “a full reconsideration about how an entire city moved—the way
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people got to their jobs and their families and their dinners. The New York grid had
been re-patterned in a way that made an unwieldy town move more fluidly—surveys
now show vehicular traffic moving at a better rate since the bike lanes and bike share
arrived. " In short, her projects altered the structure of a city through a focus on the
people that lived and visited there.
Furthermore, honoring Ms. Sadik-Khan with this ASLA Medal is an opportunity to
acknowledge the critical role of urban landscapes as public landscapes, and our
immense road and sidewalk networks as public spaces. Ms. Sadik-Khan has brought
immense attention to this public space and its importance as urban landscape, knitting
the city into a coherent whole with the potential to improve the lives of every citizen. In
this role she has been an advocate for public landscapes in her engagement as an
accomplished and compelling public speaker. She has been a guest on TED as a part of
the TedCity 2.0 series: Re-Imagining the City hosted by John Cary. It is a engaging
piece that has been used in classes and workshops in programs across the nation. Her
talks inspire and incite her audiences, bringing an enthusiasm to the topic of traffic and
transportation engineering that few of us could predict.
Once again, I am honored and thrilled to support the nomination f Ms. Sadik-Kahn for a
LaGasse Medal.
Sincerely,

Thaisa Way Ph.D., ASLA, FAAR
Professor, Landscape Architecture
Adjunct Professor, Architecture
Adjunct Professor, History
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Nomination of Janette Sadik-Khan, LaGasse Medal

Dear ASLA LaGasse Medal Committee:
Walking and Bicycling are two of the most basic modes of transportation, and it is my honor to support the
nomination of Janette Sadik-Khan for the LaGasse Meal in the Non-Landscape Architect category. As
Commissioner of the New York City Department of Transportation from 2007 to 2013, Ms. Sadik-Khan led one of
the greatest transformation efforts within the public realm of New York City in over 50 years. Beyond her role as
commissioner, she has become an influential voice for making bicyclists and pedestrians a priority with the
urban environment and transportation network.
Beyond Ms. Sadik-Khan’s efforts to expand New York City’s bicycle network with over 400 miles of bicycle lanes,
the development of more than 60 urban pedestrian spaces, as well as the implementation of Citi Bike, the
national largest bicycle share system, she has led the efforts to improve safe non-motorized transportation
throughout all five boroughs. Ms. Sadik-Khan often faced significant opposition in her role with the City; however
she continued to move ahead with improvements to the urban transportation network with the greater interests of
the people. Other achievements include developing the Neighborhood Slow Zone Program, implementing the
Urban Art program, Summer Street program, LOOK! Safety campaign, and the Street Seat parklet program.
As a non-landscape architect, Ms. Sadik-Khan’s vision for making the urban realm a greater place for users of all
modes, and in most particular improving the non-motorized transportation network, was visionary and has
become inspirational for cities of all sizes throughout the country and world.
Finally, as chair of the National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO), and other influential
organizations, Ms. Sadik-Khan continues to spread her passion for advocating and sharing her vision for making
urban spaces better for all. In conclusion, honoring Ms. Sadik-Khan with this ASLA LaGasse Medal is an
opportunity to acknowledge the important role of public spaces, and her continued contribution to improving the
urban realm.
Once again, I am honored to support the nomination of Ms. Sadik-Kahn for a LaGasse Medal.
Sincerely,
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Daniel P. Biggs, ASLA
Senior Landscape Architect / Team Leader
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