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North Carolina is one of a small number of states that have chosen and built its 
State’s Capital City from scratch.  In 1792 the Legislature acquired 1000+/- acres 
for Raleigh, created it as a legal entity, and adopted a master plan for its street 
pattern and five initial public squares.  In 1928 the NC State Art Society had 
solicited private funds and approximately 75 paintings, and the following year an 
exhibition space was opened in the Agriculture Building.  The Legislature later 
appropriated $1 million to purchase a collection of art for the people of NC, 
allowing the purchase of an additional 139 paintings and sculptures, and 
facilitating the need for relocation of the Museum to a renovated State Highway 
Division building in 1956.  A decade later the Legislature created a Commission 
to choose a new site and oversee construction of a new museum, initiating an 
extended debate about a “downtown vs urban fringe” location.  Ultimately the 
perimeter site was authorized, allowing accumulation of 164 acres that had a rich 
but challenging history: Native American habitation, Civil War training site, Prison 
camp & farm, and later a Youth Prison.  A new E. D. Stone designed museum 
finally opened in 1983, followed by a second building designed by Thomas Phifer 
and Partners in 2002. 

The first master plan for the surrounding land was produced in 1988 to 
characterize its natural and constructed features.  With design and construction 
of the second building, attention began to turn to more seamless integration of 
the buildings with the surrounding Museum Park and its preexisting art and 
ecology program.  Landscaped sculpture gardens, as well as temporal and 
permanent art objects within the park, and aesthetically pleasing stormwater 
management features were prioritized.  The current master plan, completed by 
Civitas in 2014, calls for a refined campus entrance and circulation pattern, 
increased parking capacity, woodland and meadow restoration, additional park 
trails and infrastructure, improved sustainability measures, refined sighting for 
more outdoor works of art, and restoration of House Creek through the Museum 
Park. 

Over the past several decades, growth of the NC Museum of Art (NCMA) has 
been overseen by Dan Gottlieb, the Museum’s Deputy Director of Planning and 



Design.  During his career there, he has applied his knowledge, talents, and 
enthusiasm to the task of incremental transition of the NCMA into a world-class 
indoor and outdoor museum within the expanding Triangle Region.  His inclusive 
and sustained attention to the NCMA’s interrelationship with the evolving culture 
and demographics of its members, visitors, and potential visitors, are the basis 
for his nomination for Honorary Membership. 
 
In his role, Dan understands cultural marketing.  A related public survey found 
that about 80% of respondents consider visiting a national or municipal park to 
be an authentic cultural experience, on par with visiting a museum or attending a 
theater.  That finding underscores a growing sense that meaningful cultural 
encounters have less to do with engaging in a specific activity, than in stoking 
transcendent ideas and emotions.  This will be observed in April 2018 when the 
Cultural Landscape Foundation holds its “Leading With Landscape IV” 
Conference & Take It Outside Weekend: “Transforming NC’s Research Triangle”; 
with the NCMA hosting the opening reception, and Dan as a panelist and the 
NCMA as a tour site. 
 
Outside the NCMA’s boundary, Dan’s vision and expertise is leading to a tidal 
change in the urban image, quality of life, and landscape.  (1) Prior to 2011 he 
successfully participated with neighboring advocates for initiation of a “Blue 
Ridge Road District Study: A Blueprint for Collaborative, Integrated Planning and 
Development”, that was completed and is being institutionalized.  The initiative 
succeeded and will function as a place-making tool for property owners to follow, 
including uniform and complimentary public design guidelines that will allow the 
district to fulfill cohesive community objectives.  This will result in a coherent land 
use pattern, more seamless urban image, and higher quality landscape 
throughout the greater district.  (2) Raleigh is recognized as having the first 
jurisdiction-wide greenway network master plan, c:1970s.  It proposed a 
greenway corridor and trail through the land that later became the NCMA.  He 
welcomed the opportunity to have the additional public use integrated into the 
Museum Art Park, and it is now a beloved origin/destination along the almost 
4000 acre greenway corridor network, that includes about 120 miles of public 
greenway trail.  (3) In recognition of these and his other NCMA activities, in 2016 
the NCSU COD, Dept of Landscape Architecture presented a Lifetime 
Achievement Award to Dan “for his vision, wisdom, passion, talents, and tenacity 
for design, making, and stewardship of the Museum of Art Campus and Park”. 
 
Over the last century the NCMA has progressed from its germination as a 
traditional museum to being among the largest Museum Art Parks in the world.  
This is being accomplished without losing the cues to guide future generations 
through the meaning and living memory of our community landscapes.  Through 
Dan’s oversight of its most current phases, the newly christened “Ann and Jim 
Goodnight Museum Park”, has evolved, from the Pastoral Transcendental 
scenery of the early public parks movement, to integrate complementary works of 
art into the people’s landscape.  











Surface 678, PA 
215 Morris Street, Suite 150 
Durham, NC 27701 
www.surface678.com 
p: 919.419.1199 
f: 919.419.1669 

 Surface 

January 25, 2018 
 
Honorary Membership Nomination 
ASLA Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20001-3736 
 
Re:  Honorary Membership Support Letter  

Daniel Gottlieb, Director of Planning, Design and Museum Park 
 
 
Dear Distinguished Committee Members, 
 
I write to you in support of granting Honorary Membership to Daniel Gottlieb, Director of Planning Design and Museum Park at the North 
Carolina Museum of Art.  I have known Dan since 2001 and had the pleasure of working with him on his highly influential North Carolina 
Museum of Art projects, in other art institution projects and charitable capacities.   
 
It is hard to overstate the influence the North Carolina Museum of Art has had upon landscape architecture in the southeastern United States.  
The museum is a free to public art collection and park situated on 164-acres of picturesque rolling hills in one of the fastest growing urban 
regions in the country.  With its vision: “To enrich lives through the power and wonder of art,” the museum embodies the visual arts heart of 
the entire state.  In addition to extensive interior galleries, the museum has created one of the largest art-focused parks in the United States.  
The recent West Gallery expansion [completed in 2010] was named by Architectural Record as one of the top 125 most important works of 
architecture built since the magazine’s founding in 1891, and its success is directly related to the positive relationship created between the 
building and landscape.  The project has garnished accolades from Landscape Architecture Magazine as it was featured on the cover of the 
inaugural January 2011 issue.  The project went on to win in 2017 an Honor Award with the American Society of Landscape Architects.  This 
project and subsequent Park projects have proven to be a watershed for the region.  Its commitment to sustainability, its design and 
craftsmanship, and attention to modern design has elevated the community’s understanding and expectation of landscape architecture.   
 
Dan’s vision has led the museum to create a surrounding site that encourages outdoor activity and interaction with art, nature and architecture.  
His personal efforts led to an establishment of a major greenway connection through the park to the robust City of Raleigh system, resulting in 
the most highly bicycle visitation nodes on the greenway.  His participation in the planning of the adjoining corridor has resulted in a vision for 
the district that adds housing, commercial and other uses that can build on the success of the museum.  Dan also contributes his expertise to 
numerous art related ventures around the State of North Carolina.  His invaluable involvement in the Wilson Whirligig Park and The 
Contemporary Art Museum both resulted in projects that elevate the status and execution of landscape architecture in North Carolina.  
 
Without Dan Gottlieb, the status and state of landscape architecture with North Carolina would be substantially less than it is with his 
influence.  It is with unreserved enthusiasm that I recommend the approval of Daniel Gottlieb for the Honorary Membership status to the 
American Society of Landscape Architects.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Walter R. Havener, ASLA 
Surface678, PA  
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