organized chapter members (at that time there were only a few, but wide spread), led the discussions
about the goals and objectives, developed the political strategy, and raised money to hire a lobbyist to go
before the General Assembly. Ultimately he helped put into place the legislation which created a title act
in North Carolina. With the new title act in place, the Governor made Dick the first appointment to the
new North Carolina Board of Landscape Architects.
The Southeastern Chapter, recognizing the success of Dick’s efforts, elected him as president, along with
two other North Carolinians to be Chapter Trustee and Secretary/Treasurer. Dick’s first official decision
as president was to disband the Southeastern Chapter in order to create four distinct chapters – NC, SC,
Alabama, and Tennessee. Working with the Chapter Trustee and Secretary/Treasurer he helped prepare
the paperwork for ASLA to accept the four new chapters, a task completed in thirty days. He worked
closely with Harry McLeod in Tennessee, Ed Pinckney and Robert Marvin in South Carolina, and Gene
Brock in Alabama to ensure the successful launch of their new chapters.
To complete his vision for North Carolina’s landscape professionals, Dick worked with the NC
nurserymen to help them gain “certified nurseryman” status that required examinations based on
competence. He also worked with the landscape contractors to help them achieve registration. Thus,
Dick’s advocacy for the profession of landscape architecture led not only to the growth and acceptance of
our profession but also to the development of higher standards and a better overall “green industry”.
Dick’s leadership in landscape architecture manifested itself in other ways. He was an outspoken
advocate for environmentally conscious practice and policy long before it became popular nationally. He
pushed for the first stormwater management standards in Wake County (North Carolina’s capital county),
and helped draft the policy language which became a model for the state. He was willing to go to court to
protect land and water quality, and was frequently the person legislators and political leaders went to in
order to understand best practices. In response to a client plea, he went head to head with the NC
Department of Transportation over the placement of a highway corridor. His plan, which was more
environmentally benign and less destructive to cultural resources, was ultimately selected.
Throughout his career Dick has been a leader in advancing public understanding of our profession. He
created a blog, “Pebbles in the Pond: News and Musings by Landscape Architect Dick Bell”, to increase
awareness of professional developments. He wrote a column for a weekly news journal on environmental
and design issues and he is currently writing a trilogy on his life and the profession. The first book, The
Bridge Builders, was released in 2011.
Practice
Dick Bell has completed over 2000 projects in his career. He was a proponent of Modernism, eschewing
the traditional formal approaches most common in the profession. He introduced an entire generation of
budding landscape architects to a new way of thinking about site analysis and design. Equally important,
Dick was one who tested ideas, experimented with plants and materials, and explored new techniques and
technologies, all as a means to advance our knowledge and improve our results. Dick continually
expanded the role of the landscape architect and in the process expanded our collective practice.
His best known work is “the Brickyard” (University Plaza) on the campus of North Carolina State
University, a drawing of which was on the cover of the January 1970 issue of Landscape Architecture
Magazine and was also included in the October 2010 Centennial issue of LAM (see attached). This is the
most iconic space on campus and the site of rallies, celebrations, protests and memorial services. It was
for those reasons and more that it was highlighted in the Spring 2006 edition of the NC State Alumni
Magazine. Completed in 1970, the Brickyard “exemplifies the modern aesthetic in landscape
architecture” and is as important today as it was at its unveiling.
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Early in his career, Dick worked with architect Morris Lapidus on the design for the Fontainebleau Hotel
in Miami Beach. Other projects of note include the City of Raleigh’s Pullen Park, the Amphitheatre at
Meredith College, the NC Legislative Building grounds where he worked with architect Edward Durell
Stone, and the serpentine wall at St. Mary’s School. Dick’s work ranged from major city and highway
corridors to city parks, campus master plans and projects, mixed-use beachfront developments, and
individual residences.
One of his most personal, and also, most significant projects was “Water Garden”, an 11-acre home,
office, cultural center, and living laboratory where he spent 50 years experimenting with plant materials
and landscape design techniques. This mixed use project was ahead of its time and gave Dick the setting
to not only try out ideas but, in the Olmsted tradition at “Fairstead”, provided an opportunity to showcase
best practices to potential clients and other designers. Dick was given the “Judges Award” from the
American Association of Nurserymen in 1981 for Water Garden and the site was featured in Landscape
Architecture Magazine in February 2006.
Philosophy
Like most landscape architects, Dick built his career around values and a personal ethic. What may
distinguish him is that he often wrote his views down to be shared with a broader audience, so that they,
too, might better understand the depth of design thinking. These were what he called his design epistles:
…We must tread lightly upon the land, enhancing its natural characteristics, protecting its natural
vegetation, utilizing its existing trees, and treating all areas left over after construction as open
space…
…Wherever possible, natural systems should be utilized as educational devices in which children
can play and come to understand that they are as important to human survival as they are to
biological diversity and runoff mitigation…
…Understanding nature creates an appreciation of beauty, which in turn creates an appreciation of
art. Think of the Holy Trinity not only as God, Son, and Holy Spirit but also as Nature, Beauty, and
Art.
Dick’s personal edict has always been, “I want to leave a little beauty behind wherever I go.” And in
naming his blog, “Pebbles in the Pond”, Dick was in effect describing his ultimate philosophy. He
wrote:
“‘Pebbles in the pond’ describes the effect and affect of a pebble striking a pond’s surface and the
radiating concentric circles that occur afterwards. It is my metaphor for my life’s work — dreaming
up ideas (the pebbles) and throwing them into society (the pond).

Mahatma Ghandi once said “You must be the change you want to see in the world”. That change
starts from within and ripples outwards — like a pebble in a pond.”
I’ve been throwing pebbles in the pond throughout my career.”
Summary
Dick Bell’s work and career are not easily summarized, but it can be easily argued that landscape
architecture in the Southeast and in North Carolina would be vastly different today were it not for his
leadership and efforts. He effectively established the profession in this region; he changed the mindset of
practitioners, allied professionals, and legislators as to what this profession might be; he led the charge to
create licensure. Through his practice Dick expanded the reach of modernism in landscape architecture to
the Southeast, and he brought a whole generation of young people into practice. His influence is still felt
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across the state and region by both the profession and the public who experience his landscapes on daily
basis by the thousands.
Dick Bell was honored by NCASLA with the first Legacy Award because we all have come to understand
that everything we do is built upon his pioneering efforts. They are greater than we fully understand,
perhaps greater than this nomination can explain. But Dick Bell is worthy of consideration for the ASLA
Medal as a leader in the development of the profession of landscape architecture in this country. I hope
that you will recognize his significant contributions to the development of our profession and award him
the 2014 ASLA Medal.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely;

Rodney L. Swink, FASLA, PLA
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North Carolina State University’s “The Brickyard” on the cover of LAM, Jan. 1970.

“The Brickyard” in LAM, Oct. 2010
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Bell’s Water Garden featured in LAM, Feb. 2006

upon reflecting on Simonds’ contributions Dick noted that “John was a natural leader and a
world traveler who respected God, nature, and people. He was truly knowledgeable about
our profession and diligently pursued it in his work ethic. He was learning all the time and
this trait he taught to me. . . John was a true environmentalist long before any others began
to grasp this concept. Time and again he impressed upon me that, as landscape architects,
we must be the masters of environmental design, and this would be our true value on design
teams of artists, architects, and engineers, which would culminate in superior, actual design
solutions on the ground.”
Today, reflecting back on Dick’s recollections of John Simonds, we can now bracket Dick’s
own career -- ignited, inspired, and given direction by his mentor. In doing this, we can reappraise and measure Dick’s legacy and influence from the thousands of graduates and
practitioners that the profession has grown in North Carolina, to an unrivaled regional legacy
of built work, that has stood the test of time and reminds us all of his unique and person
vision.
Simonds would be proud, and I am honored to submit this letter. I urge the Medals
committee to remind us of this astonishing man and his unrivaled legacy by honoring Dick
Bell with the ASLA Medal.
Yours sincerely,

Charles A. Birnbaum, FASLA, FAAR
Founder + President

ASLA Board of Trustees
c/o Carolyn Mitchell, Honors and Awards Coordinator
American Society of Landscape Architects
636 Eye St., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Nomination of Dick Bell for the ASLA Medal
Dear Trustees,
When you look over the list of past recipients of the ASLA Medal, you find a who’s who of the greats
of our profession. This is to be expected since this is the ultimate honor bestowed by ASLA, an
acknowledgement of the career of a landscape architect “whose lifetime achievements and contributions to the profession have had a unique and lasting impact on the welfare of the public and the
environment.” This is not meant to honor the most famous but, rather, those who have contributed
significantly to our profession and to the broader world. As is described so well in his nomination letter, Dick Bell is just such a person.
Dick is by all accounts a great designer – a modernist genius with an impressive portfolio filled with
important work. But that, in my view, is not what makes him a worthy recipient of this honor. I am
supporting his nomination because he has been a transformative leader within ASLA and the profession. He did a lot of hard work – creating and strengthening ASLA chapters, helping to build viable
practices, and promoting landscape architecture in a region where indifference to what we do had
been the norm – to makes things easy for landscape architects working today.
Dick is an icon in the NC design world, but his influence extends far beyond our state. In a lot of
ways, ASLA is only as strong as its chapters, and each chapter is elevated by the success of others.
His efforts in assuring a strong presence for ASLA and landscape architecture in the Southeast have
made our entire profession stronger. To me, his is precisely the type of career this honor is designed
to recognize, which is why I ask you to consider Dick Bell for the ASLA Medal.
Sincerely,

Mark Hough, ASLA
Campus Landscape Architect

