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January 23, 2020

Jot D. Carpenter Medal Nominations 
c/o Honors and Awards 
636 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001-3736

Dear Sir or Madam,

Over a decade ago, I had the pleasure of serving on an LAAB accreditation visit chaired by 
Stephanie Rolley. It was a particularly difficult assignment - a program with a number of 
challenges. I was astonished by Stephanie’s ability to navigate a delicate situation with grace, 
skill, and diplomacy, yet at the same time with firmness. Because of Stephanie’s efforts, the 
administration, faculty, and students received our message in a clear yet constructive way. 
This was true leadership!  

Since that time, I have lectured at Kansas State on a number of occasions and of leading a 
Design Week session, a one week vertical studio involving both landscape architecture and 
planning students. Through these experiences I have met many of the Kansas State 
landscape architecture faculty and seen firsthand the impact of her leadership. I have hired 
many of her students. Like Stephanie, they are thoughtful, inquisitive, well rounded and 
driven – qualities that radiate throughout the program. I knew Jot Carpenter and am certain 
that Stephanie is precisely the kind of person, he would want to honor for a lifetime of 
teaching. Her energy and the breadth of her involvement in the professional is remarkable.

For her sustained contribution to landscape architectural education of the highest quality, I
heartily nominate Stephanie Rolley for the ASLA Jot D. Carpenter Teaching Medal.

Sincerely,

Kurt Culbertson
Chairman/CEO
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January 22, 2020 
 
Dear ASLA Executive Committee, 
 
I am honored to write this letter of endorsement for Professor Stephanie Rolley who is being 
nominated for the 2020 ASLA Jot D. Carpenter Teaching Medal Award. I met Stephanie 
several years ago through The Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA) annual 
conference. More recently, as CELA President, I have had the opportunity to communicate 
and collaborate with her during her role as the Landscape Architecture Foundation 
President.   
 
Professor Rolley’s commitment to education is exemplified through her service and 
recognition of excellence in administration, critical to a career in higher education. She has 
served in leadership positions with ASLA’s Council on Education, the Landscape Architecture 
Accreditation Board, and the Landscape Architecture Foundation and has received CELA’s 
Outstanding Administrator Award. Her colleagues also nominated and inducted her to the 
CELA Fellows, where she currently serves as Incoming Chair. In addition to these prestigious 
positions and recognitions by organizations and her colleagues, she was named one of the 
Most Admired Educators by Design Intelligence for three consecutive years, inducted as an 
ASLA Fellow, and has received the K-state Presidential Award for Outstanding Department 
Heads. Collectively her service and recognition demonstrate a strong connection between 
the landscape architecture profession and education, as well as dedication to excellence 
ranging from her home institution to leading national organizations.  
 
I fully endorse Professor Stephanie Rolley’s nomination for the 2020 ASLA Jot D. Carpenter 
Teaching Medal Award as a way to recognize her indelible mark on landscape architecture 
education.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Ashley Steffens, ASLA 
Associate Professor, College of Environment + Design 
President, Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture 

 







 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Kristopher Pritchard  
Executive Director 
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January 30, 2020 
Jot D. Carpenter Medal Nominations 
c/o Honors and Awards 
636 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001-3736 
 
RE: Stephanie Rolley, PLA, FASLA, FCELA, AICP 
 
Dear ASLA Executive Committee Members, 
 
It is truly my pleasure to wholeheartedly endorse Professor Stephanie Rolley for the 2020 ASLA Jot 
D. Carpenter Teaching Metal Award for her long-term and distinguished contribution to landscape 
architecture education.  
 
Stephanie demonstrates a level of devotion to teaching that is unrivaled, and a commitment that is 
inspiring. I met her 5 years ago while serving together on the Landscape Architecture Accreditation 
Board (LAAB). As Board Chair she exhibited unique skills for measured and articulate leadership, 
and she led the Board successfully through specific challenges. Her leadership that year exemplified 
her keen ability to understand problems and navigate with clarity to successful outcomes. We have 
stayed connected through my term on LAAB where she continues to assist us as a Board member 
emeritus, notably educating Program Chairs about the LAAB rules and procedures. Through our 
joint work on the President’s Council it’s apparent that her dedication to excellence remains 
constant, and we benefit from her ability to guide with a deft hand, resulting in constructive 
collaborative outcomes for all partners. 
 
During Stephanie’s distinguished career she has earned many honors for professional leadership, 
teaching, community engagement and scholarship; all driven by her skills at problem-solving while 
working across broad ranges of people and ideas. She has been named one of the Most Admired 
Educators by DesignIntelligence three consecutive years, received the national ASLA Outstanding 
Service Award in 2015 and was honored with the K-State Presidential Award for Outstanding 
Department Head. 
 
For her excellence and dedication to landscape architecture education, skilled leadership and ability 
to mentor future leaders of our profession I confidently endorse Stephanie Rolley to be 
acknowledged with the distinction of the Jot D Carpenter Medal. 

Sincerely,         
Joy Lyndes, ASLA, PLA 
Founding Principal, Coastal Sage Landscape Architecture 
Chair, Landscape Architecture Accreditation Board 
 


