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Policy Statement

The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) believes continuing education of
licensed landscape architects is critical to ensuring ethical practice and the protection of
the public’s health, safety, and welfare.

ASLA supports establishment of consistent continuing education requirements in all 50
states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories, including:

e uniform hours of continuing education units/professional development hours'
based on the Council of Landscape Architectural Boards (CLARB) Model Law
uniform renewal periods and documentation requirements
recognition of the Landscape Architectural Continuing Education System (LA
CES)

Justification

Continuing education is an essential part of professional development which allows
individuals to continuously improve their skills and knowledge. To maintain competency
and protect public health, safety, and welfare, practicing landscape architects must
remain current with construction practices, laws, and policies; advances in technology;
the latest scientific data; and societal changes and expectations.

Issue

Continuing education maintains and enhances the proficiency of licensed landscape
architects. ASLA provides leadership, encouragement, and opportunities for continuing
professional development.

ASLA states in its Code of Professional Ethics that:

“Members should endeavor to protect the interests of their clients and the public
through competent performance of their work and participation in continuing
education, educational research, and development and dissemination of
technical information relating to planning, design, construction, and management
of the physical environment.”?

Uniformity
ASLA works together with CLARB and LA CES to support uniformity of continuing

education in landscape architectural licensure. CLARB statistics show that over half of all
landscape architects are licensed in more than one jurisdiction. As of 2024, 37 states

1 The terminology for these hourly professional education units varies by state, often known
as Continuing Education Units (CEU) or Professional Development Hours (PDH).

2 The ASLA Code of Professional Ethics (2019),
https://www.asla.org/ContentDetail.aspx?id=4276.
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have mandated continuing education for landscape architects, often with differing
requirements for hours, renewal periods, and administrative forms. This complicates AS LA
tracking and verification for both the licensee and the state licensing boards.

Landscape Architecture Continuing Education System (LA CES)
LA CES is a consortium of organizations that establishes, maintains, and enforces
standards for evaluating professional development and continuing education programs.

LA CES states in its Program Manual that:

“The mission of the LA CES program is to assure landscape architects and
licensing boards that courses provided by LA CES approved providers are of
sufficient quality. [...] Registered courses cover a broad range of subject matter
that meet the LA CES standard of health, safety, and welfare.”3

CLARB Model Law and Rules
CLARB, an organization of licensing boards within the United States and Canada, has
endorsed continuing education in their Model Law and Rules.

The CLARB Model Law (2022) states that:

“Section 305. Requirement of Continuing Competence.

The Board shall by regulation establish requirements for continuing Competence,
including determination of acceptable Continuing Education program content.
The Board shall issue regulations necessary to the stated objectives and
purposes of Continuing Education and to enforce this Section 305 to ensure
Licensees’ continuing Competence.”

CLARB Model Regulation (2022) states that:

“305.10 REQUIREMENTS OF CONTINUING COMPETENCE.

The purpose of the continuing professional competency requirement is to
demonstrate a continuing level of competency of Landscape Architects. Every
Licensee shall meet the continuing professional competency requirements of
these regulations for professional development as a condition for licensure
renewal.

A. Each Licensee shall have completed 12 (twelve) Continuing Education
Contact Hours during the one-year period immediately preceding the
renewal date established by the Board;

B. Continuing Education Contact Hours shall be related to the practice of
Landscape Architecture and address subjects in the protection of public
Health/Safety/Welfare (HSW).

3 LA CES Program Manual (2024),
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/LACES/01_Program_Manual%20070124.pdf.
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Note

Other activities may be accepted for Continuing Education credit upon

approval by the Board;

If Licensee is licensed to practice Landscape Architecture in another AS LA
jurisdiction in which the Licensee resides, the Licensee may meet the
Continuing Education requirements of the jurisdiction in which the
Licensee resides. If such jurisdiction requires no Continuing Education,
the Licensee shall meet the Continuing Education requirements of
[Jurisdiction];

Each dual Licensee shall earn at least 8 of the required Continuing
Education credits for each renewal period in each profession;

Excess Continuing Education Contact Hours may not be credited to a
future calendar year;

Each Licensee shall provide proof of satisfying the Continuing Education
requirements as required by the Board. If the Licensee fails to furnish the
information as required by the Board, the License shall not be renewed.
If the Board does not approve of submitted Continuing Education,
Licensee shall have a period of 120 days after notification to provide
further information or additional Continuing Education.”

This policy is one of an integrated group of policies on licensing issues.
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