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Tomorrow, July 16, @ 12:00 ET

advocacyday@advocacyassociates.com

Check emails, including junk

Congressional Meeting Schedules



ASLA Virtual Advocacy Day



Educate legislators about the profession and 
the work you are doing in the district/state.

Advocate for issues important to the 
profession.

Establish relationships with policy makers

Replicate In-District/State Advocacy Days

Advocacy Day Goals





U.S. Senate Offices



Advocacy Day Website



Advocacy Day 
Resources

Advocacy Day Website



Learning the Issues

Learning The Issues webinar 
recording is available 

Transportation Alternatives 
Program

Revitalizing America’s 
Schoolyards
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Landscape Architects in Action

Photo: ASLA Advocacy Day 2016
 



Effective Advocacy

Four Keys for Effective Advocacy:

1. Know your audience
A. Read bios to relate to 

members and issues 
(interests, committees, views)

2. Know how to talk to them
A. SPIT technique: specific; 

personal; informative; timely
3. Know what you want (ASK)
4. Know how to follow up

A. email, letter, site tour visit
B. builds and maintain 

relationships



Effective Advocacy

Four Keys for 
Effective Advocacy:

1. Know what you 
want (the Ask)



Transportation 
Alternatives Program

• Authorizes policies and funding 
for bike/ped, trails, SRTS, and 
other related projects. 

• Current law prohibits 
transferring TA funding for other 
purposes.

• $1.66 billion is recommended 
funding



• All legislative meetings 
MUST include an ASK. 

• MUST be in the form of 
question. 

“The ASK”



In the Senate:
• Will you/your boss support: 

• a robust Transportation Alternatives 
Program that includes all current project 
categories.

• maintaining current law that calls on 
states not to transfer TA  funds for other 
purposes. 

• providing at least $1.66  billion annually 
for TA program.

Transportation Alternatives Program… “The Ask”



Revitalizing America’s 
Schoolyards Act
• Creates a federal grant program to 

help public schools plan and build 
green, resilient schoolyards.

• Improves student health, learning, 
and climate resilience through trees, 
green infrastructure, outdoor 
classrooms, and nature-based play.

• Prioritizes investments in 
underserved communities while 
expanding equitable access to safe, 
healthy outdoor learning 
environments.

Image Credit: Markham Elementary School, Oakland, CA. Photo by Paige Green for Education Outside / Green Schoolyards 
America.



In the Senate: Will you/your boss cosponsor 
S. 4258, the Revitalizing America's Schoolyards 
Act.

In the House: Will you/your boss cosponsor 
H.R. 8303, the Revitalizing America’s 
Schoolyards Act.

Revitalizing America’s Schoolyard… “The Ask”



Effective Advocacy

Four Keys for 
Effective Advocacy:

2. Know who you 
are talking to 
(audience)



Know Your Legislators!



Know Your Legislators!



Know Your Legislators!



Know Your Legislators!



Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Members



Know Your Legislators





Know How to Talk to Policy Makers

Four Keys for 
Effective Advocacy:

3. SPIT technique: 
specific; personal; 
informative; timely



Specific

Personal

Informative

Timely

SPIT Technique



Specific Asks

Support the Transportation 
Alternatives Program

Cosponsor the Revitalizing 
America’s Schoolyards Act
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PERSONAL - Telling Your Personal story



32

Transportation Leave Behind



Example:
Project Leave 
Behind from New 
Mexico Chapter

PERSONAL – Share Local Projects



Be Informative – Educate Policy Makers About Landscape Architecture



Discuss current issues

Current Surface Transportation 
law expires September 30, 2026

Revitalizing America’s 
Schoolyards Act recently 
introduced and seeking 
cosponsors.

Timely



Follow Up 

Four Keys for Effective 
Advocacy:

4. Know how to
 follow-up

a. email, letter, site 
tour visit

b. build and maintain 
relationships



Follow up with your legislators 
after your meetings

Thank You



ASLA Guide to Hosting Site 
Tours With Public Officials

Follow Up w/ a Site Tour

https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/2019_Site%20Tour%20Guide_Final.pdf




1.Arrive early

2.Ask the Office about 
the length of the 
meeting. 

3.Deliver your 
message concisely.

Tips for a Successful Congressional Meeting



1.Be prepared to answer 
questions

2.Provide materials to 
support your position

3.Be a resource for the 
policy maker and 
his/her staff

 

Tips for a Successful Congressional Meeting



“I Don't Know”



Advice from Congressional Offices
“I think the best thing you can do when meeting with a Senator or member 
of Congress is to connect the dots between the issue and the state or 
district.”

Congressional Aide
U.S. Congress



State Leads for Congressional Meetings



Congressional Meeting Agenda:

• Introductions

• Discuss What do Landscape Architects Do 

• Transportation Alternatives Program & Projects & Ask

• Revitalizing America’s Schoolyards Act & Projects & Ask

• Invitation for a site tour in the district

• Offer your expertise and assistance

• Thank you 
ASLA Advocacy Day



Contact w/ Team Leads

Learn the Issues

 Know Your Legislators 
 
 Tell Your Personal Story

  Prepare Project Leave Behinds

 Plan Your Follow Up
 Thank you letter/email
 Site Tour

Advocacy Day Preparation Check List



ASLA Advocacy Day Social Media Plan



Office Hours

Next Tuesday, July 21

3:00-4:00 PM ET

Link to follow

Last Minute Questions?





Questions?

governmentaffairs@asla.org
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