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Educate legislators about the profession and 
the work you are doing in the district/state.

Advocate for issues important to the 
profession.

Establish relationships with policy makers

Replicate In-District/State Advocacy Days

Advocacy Day Goals



What Is a Virtual Advocacy Day?



• Virtual Meetings are just as effective as in-person meetings

• Virtual meetings have the same influence as in-person meetings

• Virtual meetings allow more constituents to participate in the process

• Virtual meetings lead to more constituent interaction with congressional 
offices, town halls, follow up, etc.

• Virtual meetings allow for stronger, more compelling presentation

• Virtual meetings are here to stay!

What Congressional Offices Are Saying

What Congressional Offices Are Saying





Senate Offices



Learning About Your Legislators



Successes of Prior ASLA Advocacy Days

• Resulted in greater efforts to promoting 
and implementing green infrastructure

• Introduction and passage of the 
Water Infrastructure Flexibility Act

• Introduction of the Living 
Shorelines Act Legislation in Senate

• Introduction and passage of 
provisions of the Clean Water 
Through Green Infrastructure Act

• Introduction of the Excess Urban 
Heat Mitigation Act in Senate



Learning the Issues

Transportation Alternatives 
Program

Revitalizing America’s 
Schoolyards

Gene Leahy Mall, Omaha, NE. OJB Landscape Architecture | 2023 ASLA Professional Honor Award in General Design | Image Credit: Jeff Durkin



Transportation Alternatives Program



Transportation 
Alternatives Program 

Why does 
this 
matter? 







Transportation 40
Parks and Recreation 40
Community Development 24
Natural Resources, Open Space 17
Environmental Protection 16
Water 14
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 12
Biodiversity (NFWF) 7
USDA (Ag , Community Forestry) 7
FEMA 6
Schools 5
Historic Preservation, IRA, Green Infrastructure 4
Climate, Arts, Cemetery 2
Bipartisan Infrastructure Act 1

2025-2026 – Q. State & Local Public Funding



Surface Transportation Reauthorization

• 5-6 year reauthorization

• Last updated in 2021 IIJA 

• Expires September 30, 
2026.



Safe Routes to School Recreational Trails Bicycle & Pedestrian Projects

 Transportation Alternatives



Transportation 
Alternatives 

• Vegetation 
Management

• Stormwater Mitigation

• Wildlife Management

• Scenic Overlooks

• Historic Preservation 



House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee
Rep. Sam Graves (R-MO-6)
Chair

Legislative Assistant:
Henry Kane
henry.kane@mail.house.gov

Rep. David Rouzer (R-NC-7)
Chair

Legislative Assistant:
Caroline French
caroline.french@mail.house.gov

Rep. Rick Larsen (D-WA-2)
Ranking Member

Legislative Assistant:
Noelle Gasper
noelle.gasper@mail.house.gov

Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC)
Ranking Member

Legislative Assistant:
Sullivan Gassmann
sullivan.gassmann@mail.house.gov

Highways & Transit Subcommittee

mailto:henry.kane@mail.house.gov
mailto:noelle.gasper@mail.house.gov


Surface Transportation Reauthorization

• BUILD America 250 

• 5-year reauthorization

• Passed T&I Committee on 
May 22, 2026



TA Talking Points

• Largest source of bike/ped  
federal funding.

• Low-cost transportation 
options.

• SRTS helps young people get 
to school safely. 

• Jumpstarts economic 
development. 

• Help small business

• Promotes healthy lifestyles

• Demand for bike/ped projects 
has increased dramatically

• Over 1100 organizations 
support TA & active 
transportation



In the next Surface 
Transportation 
Reauthorization bill: 

• Support a robust 
Transportation 
Alternatives program that 
includes all current 
project categories.

• Maintain current law that 
calls on states not to 
transfer TA  funds for other 
purposes. 

• Provide at least $1.66  
billion annually for TA 
program.

The 
Legislative 
Ask 



Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Members



Transportation Alternatives Program

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM



26

Transportation Leave Behind



Highway Trust Fund

ASLA does not have a 
position on the Highway 
Trust Fund

Settled law that bike/ped 
projects should be included

One national system that 
aligns all modes of surface 
transportation

 



Revitalizing America’s Schoolyards



Revitalizing America’s Schoolyards Act 
(H.R. 8303/S. 4258)

Introduced in Spring 2026 by U.S. Senator Martine Heinrich (D-NM) 
and U.S. Rep. Summer Lee (D-PA)

Creates a competitive federal grant program to transform 
schoolyards into green, healthy, and resilient community spaces

•Planning & Construction: Supports the planning, design, and 
construction of green schoolyard projects. 

•Nature-Based Solutions: Funds trees, native landscaping, green 
infrastructure, and climate-resilient design. 

•Outdoor Learning: Expands outdoor classrooms, school gardens, 
and nature play environments. 

•Equitable Investment: Prioritizes underserved schools and 
communities with the greatest need. 

•Technical Assistance: Develops national guidance and best 
practices for long-term success. Image Credit: Markham Elementary School, Oakland, CA. Photo by Paige 

Green for Education Outside / Green Schoolyards America.



Landscape Architects Make These Projects Successful

Designing living, multi-layered green schoolyards requires advanced technical planning. 

Landscape architects bring specialized expertise in:

Photo Credit: Office of Senator Heinrich

Site planning and design to maximize functional learning flow and community utility.

Green infrastructure and integrated natural stormwater management systems.

Tree canopy creation to structurally mitigate dangerous local heat islands.

Outdoor learning environments designed specifically as interactive curricula labs.

Accessible and inclusive design ensuring equal access, safety, and universal play.

Community engagement models to co-design landscapes alongside students and teachers.

Long-term resilience to build low-irrigation, climate-hardy landscape maintenance cycles.

Why This Legislation Matters 



Support the Revitalizing 
America's Schoolyards Act
Ask your Senators to:
o Cosponsor the 

Revitalizing America's 
Schoolyards Act (if they 
are not already a 
cosponsor). 

o Support investments in 
green schoolyards that 
improve student health, 
outdoor learning, climate 
resilience, and 
community well-being.

o Advance the legislation 
through the committee 
and legislative process.

The 
Legislative 
Ask 



Virtual Elevator Pitch (30 Seconds)

Photo: Stromberg Architecture | Golestan School, El Cerrito, CA

The Revitalizing America's Schoolyards Act invests in healthier, safer, and more resilient school campuses by creating federal 
grants to transform underused asphalt schoolyards into green spaces. Landscape architects have the expertise to design these 

projects, so they improve student health, support outdoor learning, reduce flooding and extreme heat, and create lasting 
community benefits. We encourage you to support and cosponsor this legislation.



Revitalizing America's Schoolyards Act



According to the Congressional Research 
Service, nature-based solutions can be 
built for 5-30 percent less and 
maintained for 25 percent less than gray 
infrastructure.

Nature-based Solutions Economic Benefits



Resources 
to Use

Advocacy Day Website



Telling Your Personal story



Landscape Architects Design Healthy, Safe, Resilient Communities



Advocacy Day State Leads





Questions?

governmentaffairs@asla.org



Texas Participants

Texas 2 – Senator Cornyn

State Lead: Jacoby Gonzales
• Diane Allen
• Jessica Bacorn
• Christopher Davis
• Kaylin Slaughter
• Matthew Stubbs
• Jonathan Williams

Texas 1 – Senator Cruz

State Lead: Jonathan Wagner
• Bobby Eichholz
• Sarah Fitzgerald
• Marissa McKinney
• Margarita Padilla-Posey
• Landon Bell
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