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It's a nation so blessed with sights -- natural and
man-made -- that you could ask all 300 million
residents for their favorites and expect 300 million
different answers. So how do you go about picking
the country's 10 most beautiful spots?

Well, for starters, you go
about it very boldly. You
solicit opinions from travel
writers and photographers,
poll your colleagues, and
talk to outdoor enthusiasts,
historic preservationists and
relatives who, every time
you see them, seem to have
just returned from another
fabulous trip. In putting
together USA WEEKEND
Magazine's annual summer
travel story, our editors did
all that. To help frame the
unenviable -- all right,

| Plus, past travel reports:
> America the diverse Places that
nearly impossible -- task of celebrate our nation's many faces.

limiting America's most Top 10 places to have fun The

: ; classic summer prerogative --
beautiful attractions to a | Gooa, oki-eashioned fun.

mere 10, we also offered @ | 10 Most Beautiful Places in
few guidelines. Nominees | America A nation blessed with

had to be publicly accessible ,fght: el e ade.

and reasonably well-known.  {andmarks Defining moments and
Iconic stature wouldn't hurt  places in the evolution of our

' democracy.
a_place s chances, and, 10 Must-See sites: Understanding
given the want of any of what it means to be American.

objective way to measure

beauty, sentimental favoritism was an acceptable
tiebreaker. In other words, we instructed our experts to
follow their hearts. After reading the top 10 list they
produced, we hope you'll do the same.




1. Red Rock Country (Sedona, Ariz.)

Ever since the early days of movies, when Hollywood has
wanted to show the unique beauty of the West, it has gone
to Sedona, a place that looks like nowhere else. Beginning
with The Call of the Canyon in 1923, some hundred movies
and TV shows have been filmed in and around town. We
fell under Sedona's spell, too, and while debating our No. 1
spot kept returning to it for the same reasons Hollywood
does: The area's telegenic canyons, wind-shaped buttes
and dramatic sandstone towers embody the rugged
character of the West -- and the central place that
character holds in our national identity. There's a
timelessness about these ancient rocks that fires the
imagination of all who encounter them. Some 11,000 years
before film cameras discovered Sedona, American Indians
settled the area. Homesteaders, artists and, most recently,
New Age spiritualists have followed. Many cultures and
agendas abound, but there's really only one attraction: the
sheer, exuberant beauty of the place. People come for
inspiration and renewal, tawny cliffs rising from the buff
desert floor, wind singing through box canyons, and
sunsets that seem to cause the ancient buttes and spires
to glow from within. We hear the canyon's call and cannot
resist. For more, go to www.sedona.net.



KEEP SEDONA BEAUTIFUL
Recent Events

Mayor of Sedona at the 2006 Annual Awards luncheon

2006 Winners at the Annual Award luncheon

A native plant goes home with a Workshop
recipient
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Songwriter shares talent,
‘Keeps Sedona Beautiful’

Shondra Jepperson fina-tunes her lales! piece, We Are the Guard:
fans She is gifting the song o Keep Sedona Beautiful

By MicHELLE BORGWARDY

Srafl Reporter
peardi@verdevalleymews com

tke sn artisl cresies on A
blank eanvis, so does Se
dona somgwriter  Shongra

pperson; she makes something
wm nothing. Like a paimer, she
34 layers, building upon the next
wstead- of adding blues, greens or
xds, she adds drums, piano, strings.
ass, and fmore

I additon 1o being & well-known
erformer. Shondra’s 3 musician. a
amposer and mranger, as well as

producer. Many know her as the
ther half of the popular musical
uo, Tom & Shondra She's also a
avorite ammong Canyon Moon The-
tre fans. But her talents don't end
here. She co-anchors the local ca-
e Red Rock TV Channel 16 and is
he director and chairperson of Good
dorning, Sedona, o quarterdy busi-
wess networking breakfast hosted by
sedona Chamber of Comrmerce.

But there’s more. Her passion is
omgwriting. Few realive the tulent
ihe posscsses as a “sequencer,” lay-
ng down, or arranging, onc track al
1 time and recording i, She has 16
sears expenience in this field

Using a MIDI synthesizer, Shon-
ira can duplicme the sound of a
nult-picce band or even an or-
shestra, which many can’t afford
o hire for an evenl

It's not karaoke,” she's quick
0 point Oul.

Like & TV, & MIDI (Musical In-
strurpent Digital Interface) keyboard

has 16 channels available that a my-
siotan can recond and Layer differcai
wstruments on. In Shondra’s studio
she has about 1,600 siuxds that she
can manipulate

“People don’l get 1 Some don't
kmow I'm a songwriter and some
don't copsider me a musician,” she
declares. “You must be a musician to
do this because one must know how
rmusicians think

In fact. %) percent of all the mhusic
Tom & Shondm perfanm, whether it
be show tunes, dance tunes or origi-
nals, she amanged, sequenced and
recofted.

She stars by listemng 0 o song,
then breaks it down by instnuneni,
and then duplicsites the sound add
ing her own style This in-depth
Hime-consuming  process  requires
much listening and auditioming in-
struments, One song may tike eight
or 15 hotrs while a show consisting
of seven v nine songs can take a
wek Of more

It takes skill.” adds husband Tom
Jeppersom, Mot just anyonc can st
down anddo it’

his petite bluesyed blonde has
perfonmed on cruise ships, in con-
cents with her own rock bamds, and
at Sea World in San Diego. She has
kst composed and produced com
mervials as well as theme songs, in
cluding The Children’s Anthemn that
is sung &1 West Sedona School and
throughout southern Californiz

In late Ociober 2006, Tom &
Shondra were hired as emocees fof
Keep Sedona Beautiful’s 35th An

miversary Awards Luncheon o ke
place on Feb. 11. Thoughts of writ
ing a smg for KSB had swirled in
Shondea’s mind for the past few
yrars, bt now the ime scemed npe
Her mlention was W Wrile an onigi-
nal piece, bul Sopgwnring can't be
forcest. so she wailgd Tor inspire
tion A few weeks ngo, it struck her
like lightning while she was washing
dishes, and eight howrs later, she had
created We Ase the Guardians

This uplifting song stimulates a
driving force and feeling of emo-
tion. One listener says it resembles
Circle of Life from the musical The
Lion King.

The lyrics describe how Shon-
dra feels about living in Sedona, its
majestic red rocks and surreal land-
Scape

“It represents how we feel about
Sedona znd wanting to keep il in a
natural state,” she explains. “1 want-
ed 1o wiite something thut hits peo-
ple emotionally, It's a passionaic
somg for me.’

Shondm s gifting this onginal
song o Keep Sedona Beaful for
its 35th annivensary, and the board is
considening adopting it os its theme
SOng

We Are the Guardions was 1o
corded locally at Star Tracks Studio
and Tom & Shondra debut this duet
during the awards lunchean Sunday
where CDs will be avaiiable for pur-
chase with all prooceds benefiting
KSB

“] found the song to be very
moving because she wrole it from

VVMNMahalls Borgwai!

Shondra takes a break al her home studio in Sedona

her heart and it reflects how a ot
of other people feel about Sedo
na,” describes KSB board presi-
dent Barbara Litrell who is one of
a handful who hus heard the piece
... itreflects the beauty of Sedona
oand our role in it. We're so grateful
to Shondra for her creativity.”

Sevenieen honorees will be rec-
ognized dunng the 35th Anniver-
sary Awands Luncheon, meluding
five “Sedona Treasures™ that also
celehmte 35 years. These include the
United States Forest Service, Chapel
of the Holy Cross, Sedona Public
Libriry, Tlaguepaque Arts & Crafis
Villuge, and Sedona Arts Center.

“These orgamzations bave all
been an integral part of the Sedona
community and represent the five
primary strengths of the chamacter
of our town: Art, Literacy, Spiritu-
ality, Nature and Commerce,” Li-
trell srates

This year's evant rums from 11:30
am (o 130 p.m. st the Hillon Sedo-
na Resort and Spa. Tickets are $35
per person. Tables of 10 are $325

Call Liell at 6490135 for tckets
and information or call KSB
1824938 or visit www keepsedo
nabesutiful .org »

Proceeds from the luncheon ben
efit KSB projects. Now more tian
600 members strong, this nonprofit
sdvocates orderly growth and pres
ervation of the beaoty of ths arca

Accomphshments in its 35-veur
history include: acquning land 10
add w0 Cocomino Natiomal Forest
educating hoimeowners on native
plant use: light pollution monitoring:
pdyocating noise reduction; and fos
tening the Litter Lifters, KSB's deds
caled volunteer corps who clean yp
firter vn more thin 60 miles of stroets
and roads in the area,

The Jeppersons say preserving
the beauty of Sedona i5 & top prior-
ity and this song is a way for them
ip give back to the community
they "ve come 1o love o

“This [song] enables us 1o make
a contribution W keep Sedona
beautiful " says Shondra.
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LitjfLLiftem Honored

Ma Copm‘larson Newspapers

AMELIA AND Ed Jashkulski, members of Keep Sedona Beautiful's Litter Lifters, have been keeping
Uptown tlean for 16 years. Armed with grahbers and garbape bags, the Jaskulskis patrol their one
mile sectlon at 8 am. every Sunday. “We want to have it [Uptown] looking good before the tourists
came through,” Amella explains. Even when they're not volunteering, If they see garbage on the street,
the lashuiskis stop to pick t up. April Is officially Litter Lifter Appreciation Month, recognizing the
approximately 150 voluriteers who help keep Sedona beautiful

r 5,2.07
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