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636 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001-3736 
 
 
Letter of Support for Professor E. Lynn Miller for the Jot D. Carpenter Medal 
 
Dear Ms. Mitchell: 

I am honored to support the nomination of Professor E. Lynn Miller for the Jot D. 
Carpenter Medal! Professor Miller received the B.S. in Horticulture from West Virginia 
University (WVU) in 1953, and he has been a great friend of this university and the B.S. 
in Landscape Architecture, which was formally established in 1965. His interest in and 
support for the BSLA program have been significant contributors to its success and his 
commitments have been consistent with the criteria of the Jot D. Carpenter Medal Award.  

For example, when Lynn observed that our students’ writing skills were not as strong as 
he thought they should be, he suggested that we start a writing competition. When we 
liked the idea, he endowed a prize with the WVU Foundation that gives the competition 
prestige and keeps it going. Thus, years later, the competition, which is named in honor 
of his father, is an annual even that produces good writing and great stories. 

A few years ago, Lynn wanted to enrich the experiences our students through exposure to 
outstanding speakers. When he was teaching at Pennsylvania State University he often 
visited WVU and shared his great knowledge of landscape architectural history. After he 
retired and moved to Arizona the visits became less frequent. Thus, Lynn offered to 
establish an endowment for a distinguished lecture. The first E. Lynn Miller Lecture was 
held last year in front of a full auditorium. Lynn had flown in from Arizona to join us. As 
always when he visits, he came a day early and stayed an extra day to meet with students 
and to discuss their work. Because of the respect colleagues in which Lynn is held, we 
also enjoyed the company of colleagues from Pennsylvania State University, who also 
made themselves available to our students. One of those colleagues presented a guest 
lecture in a class, so that the days of and after the lecture were truly special for students 
(and faculty). 

These are two ways in which Lynn has enriched the education of students at West 
Virginia University, and the impact of what he has done will last for generations to come. 
In addition, he has contributed by serving on our external advisory committee, as external 
studio critic, and as guest lecturer on so many occasions that it impossible for me to count 
them. He has mentored and encouraged students, and as a native West Virginian, he has 
always had a special place in his heart for first-generation students from our state. To 
help and encourage them to strive for excellence is what he does so well, and he has 
given much time and tresor to assist along their way. 
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Others will hopefully write about Lynn’s many accomplishments as a scholar and 
academic administrator, and particularly as a teacher at places other than West Virginia 
University, but my view was shaped by my experiences here. I have worked with Lynn in 
my capacity as Director of the Division of Resource Management, which includes the 
Program in Landscape Architecture, until I stepped down last August. Our students and 
faculty are fortunate to have an individual of the stature of Professor E. Lynn Miller as a 
friend, teacher, mentor, and advisor. His association with the program has been a source 
of strength and joy. He is an extraordinary educator and richly deserving to be considered 
for the Jot D. Carpenter Medal! 

Very sincerely, 

 
Peter V. Schaeffer, Ph.D. 
Professor 










