
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
February 26, 2007 
 
This is to nominate Professor Terry Harkness as recipient of the 2007 Jot Carpenter Teaching 
Medal.  Terry has been a beacon of enthusiasm for the progress of important ideas in landscape 
architecture throughout his career.  Any beginning faculty member imagining what a truly stellar 
career might look like could simply study Terry.  I believe that Terry’s work has been driven by 
his easy fluidity as a designer and his lively intellectual curiosity.  Equally important, his career 
has been guided by deep personal integrity – in his relationships with people and in his 
management of intellectual endeavors.  Students and colleagues have benefited enormously from 
his propensity to include and work collaboratively in new endeavors.    
 
The 2000 Eco-revelatory Design Exhibition and catalogue, which he co-curated with his usual 
quiet integrity, exemplifies all of these traits and abilities.  His work with University of Illinois 
colleagues, staging this seminal exhibition and setting it in the context of substantial 
simultaneous authoritative critique, reverberates widely throughout the profession today.  That 
the exhibition and catalogue show the imprint of so many hands and minds demonstrates Terry’s 
genius as a teacher and colleague.  In some ways, his career is a star shining from deep space:  he 
has cared much more about both the exploration of ideas and integrity of actions than about his 
personal recognition.   
 
Terry and I have never been faculty colleagues, having both taught at the University of Illinois 
but at different times.  I know it would have been great fun to have served on a faculty together 
with him; he so clearly enjoys his work.  Those who have been his colleagues clearly hold him in 
the highest esteem.  The profession as a whole has an opportunity to do the same and to continue 
to advance our profession by holding up one of the truly great teachers for our public admiration 
by awarding Terry the Jot Carpenter Teaching Medal. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Joan Iverson Nassauer, FASLA 
Professor of Landscape Architecture 
 



 



 



 
 
 
March 1, 2007 
 
Nomination of Terry Harkness  
for the 2007 Carpenter Teaching Medal 
 
 
 
I am pleased and proud to advocate here for Terry’s receipt of the Carpenter Medal. Perhaps 
overdue. I think Terry is a giant among teachers of our field, one of the truly great figures in 
landscape architecture education. 
 
To say the least, he was already a deserving teacher when I was in graduate school nearly twenty 
years ago. Then, as now, Terry exhibited a very rare quality in the field—that of an investigator 
who loved to share the results of his inquiry, and knew how to do so effectively. The relationship 
between his own investigative design work and his pursuit of knowledge in the university 
context was something any practitioner would emulate, if they could. He really set an example. 
 
Fast forward to today. Terry still exemplifies a rare kind of self-motivated, values-based teaching 
that inspires students at Illinois and elsewhere. He is a cherished colleague there, and a much-
loved comrade among the ranks of teachers nation-wide. And a great mentor to some folks who 
are now significant teachers in their own right. His manner has always been genuine, demanding, 
and ever encouraging. 
 
Terry served on the Annual Awards jury that I chaired in 2005. I am sure every jury member 
would say that he was tough, deliberative, fair-minded, and often prepared to make a persuasive 
argument for things others hadn’t seen or hadn’t yet discovered; a model juror, really. And the 
incredible thing was he drove from Champaign to Washington so he could see some landscape of 
the highway. Took a few extra days; Terry never lets up. 
 
He deserves this recognition and I will be very proud to congratulate him should he receive the 
honor.  
 
Thanks for allowing me to comment. 
 
Gary R.Hilderbrand FASLA FAAR 
Principal, Reed Hilderbrand 
Adjunct Associate Professor, Harvard Design School 
 
 
 
 
 



 


