with Post-Modernism and currently, it’s De-constructivism. Social,
political, and economic values seem to have the same allusiveness.

With all these hazards of trial and error the process has worked for
me. I discriminate and measure concepts against personal values. My
work reflects my values. My values are acquired, thanks to my family,
friends, and generic structure. 1 brought a disposition to my
profession which has been reinforced, crystallized given focus through
an “empirical process”. 1 carry with me social and aesthetic
preferences and provides a design synergism. Design is not successful,
if it does not embody both dimensions.

An example is seen in an early project called Nathan Strauss
Housing. The client was conservative, the New York City Housing
Authority, and they allowed little room for design. Everything was
standardized — furniture, structures, even the fee. At the time 1 was
pleased to receive any kind of work. The drawing and specification
were completed in accordance with their strict rules. Prior to the
implementation of the site work, the Authority called to inform me
that they had just been offered a bust to commemorate Mr. Strauss. |
was asked to locate this ssculpture. However, the design was so tight
that it mitigated against adding even something as small a bust. The
Authority suggest that T modify the design. And so I did, quite
drastically. T proposed a 15-foot public sidewalk with a 35-foot
building setback in order to create a street plaza of 50 x 100 feet. The
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space was to be furnished with trees, benches, chess tables, seat walls.
The commemorative bust had metamorphasized into a 12 foot high
play sculpture. In spite of the fact that the design violated all of their
standards they presented the idea to the donor who embraced the
proposal — play sculpture and all.

Early one summer evening, | visited the realized work. The plaza
was filled with people, everything was in use, play sculpture, seat wall,
benches and chess tables, it was as if [ had written a seript and now it
was being acted out. What seemed intuitively appropriate was given
validity through demonstrated use. In stead of developing a
philosophy and then pursuing it. 1 developed a design and then
studied what I had accomplished, my process was inverted. | backed
into a philosophy Nathan Strauss provided me with, an opportunity
to demonstrate why urban space should not be proprietary; how
design of open space can facilitate social interaction; that permissive
environments stimulate individuals to personalize there surroundings.
The fact that I had challenged the system, and being successful, gave
me an incentive to approach future work with a broader perspective.
The satisfaction came from pressing the limits of traditional
boundaries, the “status quo™.

[ enjoy and appreciate the dynamic power of design. How it can
both respond and initiate change. | pursued the concepts developed at
Nathan Strauss with religious fervor. Only to be humbled when a
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