375  – 01
A part of the Haarlemmermeer Polder (220 ha) -  close to Amsterdam  had to be redesigned for new urban development to cover the demands for ‘green’ living in the Randstad. In association with ecologists, research was undertaken to define the specific needs of the region. 

375  – 02
From the analysis a principle for developing the plan evolved: the integration of extensive recreation, nature and water buffering within the plan. 

375  – 03
The basic concept starts with the agricultural use of the polder. Various natural developments can begin once specific soil conditions, seepage pressure, and micro relief have been taken into account. 

375  – 04
The landscape strategy includes various layers: earthworks, edges, water management and housing.

375  – 05
A central theme to the development of the Haarlemmermeer Polder is sustainable water 
management. Throughout the development  different water levels will be introduced.

375  – 06
Earthworks, water management and grazing methods lead to seven types of landscapes. Different maintenance strategies will subsequently lead to an array of natural landscapes.

375  – 07
The waterland with its enclosed villages is a half open landscape characterized by fluctuating water level. 
375  – 08
Most of these pavilion-like houses are hidden in the dunes. 
375  – 09
A large waterbasins offers exclusive living and space for water activities.
375  – 10
The forest offers possibilities for low density housing amongst the tree canopies.

375  – 11
With housing along the five ribbons the most typical element of the Polder landscape is integrated into the plan.

375  – 12
Marshland and lush vegetation are characteristic for the bog forest where enclosed villages find their place.

375  – 13
The open park landscape is dominated by clusters of apartments overlooking the openness.

375  – 14
Various natural developments
can begin once specific soil conditions, seepage pressure, and micro relief have been taken into account. The plan offers the opportunity to first reform the present agricultural land into nature, then begin building gradually.

