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A PRIVATE RESIDENCE

Wheeler Kearns Architects
Xavier Vendrell Studio, Consultant

The contemporary design of this house involves a
dramatic cantilever of the concrete box of the second
floor which hovers over the glass box of the first floor,
allowing the exterior garden space to flow directly into
the interior living space. The garden fence essentially
becomes the walls of the first floor and views of the
garden become the visual art.

The concept of this design is the
exploration of the balance between
order and chaos as experienced
through the interface of the formal
order of the architecture and hardscape
and the naturalistic informality of the
garden. Apart from the architecture
the garden is a chaotic mass of plant
forms, colors, heights and textures
punctuated by geometric boxwood
hedges.

THE GARDEN & THE HOUSE

As the garden approaches the house it
invades the geometry of the hardscape
and becomes contained by it.
Sculptural boxwood hedges take over.
As the garden enters the house it
becomes sculpture gardens, entirely
enclosed by glass atria. Finally the
garden emerges onto the roof where it
reverts to a chaotic jumble of
succulents surrounding a reflecting
pool.

Digital renderings by Wheeler Kearns Architects
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A playful sense of theater pervades the design of this urban Chicago residence. Reflecting the client’s love of formal Italian
gardens and flair for drama, the garden features custom ironwork, antique furnishings, glass pyramid skylights to the pool below,
and a green roof atop the garage.

Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects is a Chicago-based practice led by ASLA Fellows Douglas Hoerr and Peter Lindsay Schaudt.
For more information about this project or the firm, please visit us at www.hoerrschaudt.com.








