HALS Local Examples Template Overview

 

Presenting local examples to legislators to educate them on the importance of this issue cannot be overstated.  In order to assist with this effort, the Government Affairs staff at ASLA has created a template for you to use.  This template is designed to allow you to highlight examples of significant*, beloved, and/or threatened landscapes from your state while also providing the national context and explaining what legislators can do to help address the issue.  

You can localize the template by doing the following:

1) Identify significant historic landscapes that are “places of the heart” with broad appeal in your community or state.  
· Your Chapter may have collected this information already.  In 1999, ASLA compiled a list of nationally significant landscapes, known as Medallion Sites, in conjunction with our centennial.  This list is available on ASLA’s federal government affairs website here. 
· Your State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) or other local preservation organizations may also be good resources.  
· Recent “11 Most Endangered” lists published by the National Trust for Historic Preservation may contain examples for your state:  
· The Cultural Landscape Foundation “Landslides” lists may also be relevant:  
· Check the following online lists for properties already documented as other types of historic resources, but with little or nothing written about the landscape.
· National Register of Historic Places http://www.nps.gov/nr/about.htm
· National Historic Landmarks http://www.nps.gov/history/nhl/
· Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) and Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/
Here are some things to keep in mind when selecting local examples to highlight:

· The benefits offered by the landscape (scenic, historical, economic, ecological, social, recreational, educational). 
· Any threats to the site.  For example, neglect, vandalism, development, and the spread of invasive plants can all threaten the integrity and existence of a landscape.

· Consider the audience for your message.  Members of Congress are more receptive to some messages than others based on a number of regional, economic and political factors.  
· For example, a Senator from a Western state may not view energy development as a threat, even if it poses a threat to a local landscape.  It may be more strategic to focus on other threats such as invasive weeds or neglect. 

2) Take pictures/develop simple text – Take or collect some current pictures of the landscape(s) you intend to highlight.  If threats are imminent, try to capture them in the pictures (for example include images of “For Sale” signs or visible evidence of vandalism or neglect).  Develop some basic text that: a) names the site or location; b) describes its historic significance; and c) explains any specific threats to it.  Two to three sentences should be sufficient in most cases.  

3) Format template – Insert text, photos and captions in the local examples section of the template, and include your state in the title.  Feel free to include more than one example as space allows (or develop more than one fact sheet) and reformat as you believe appropriate (utilize any graphics program with which you are comfortable).  Be sure to provide your contact information at the end of the document.  We encourage you to retain the text already included in the template because it provides vital information to the legislators about HALS and what ASLA is asking of them.  By combining your local examples with this text, we can provide offices with a single document that pulls everything together.  

SEND US A COPY OF YOUR FINAL DOCUMENT!  We want to be able to share examples with your colleagues and make this information available on the ASLA website.

*Significant on a national, state or local level as defined by the National Register of Historic Places, Sec. 60.4 Criteria for evaluation http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/regulations.htm
