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Arnold Alanen has taught 2,500 students of landscape architecture at the University level over the past thirty four years.  Dr. Alanen has also taught professionals for as long through his writings and research.  Dr. Alanen’s work has focused on the cultural value of landscapes in settings as varied as the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, and Sitka, Alaska’s National Historical Park, and the plight of a company town in Duluth.  These lessons are valuable to the emerging professional cadre of Landscape Architects for the values that are so carefully described in Dr. Alanen’s precise prose.  His lessons are valuable to the current practice of Landscape Architecture for their documentaries about people and the landscape.  These messages are important to us all for their value in documenting the human condition, and how design affects the place, and vice versa.  His documentaries give us the insight into a past that is both current and future for the practice of our profession.  The values of his observations extend beyond the current state of practice and inspire as well as inform the professions of Landscape Architecture, Planning, and Architecture.
Dr. Alanen, along with his documentaries, has been very active in promoting the profession from within.  He has worked tirelessly as founder and co-editor of Landscape Journal, the pre-eminent publication on research in the profession.  His work with this effort has helped establish the profession of Landscape Architecture in academy.  If we are to be regarded as a bona fide professional field we must succeed in the landscape of top level research and publication.  The continuation of this effort is testimony to the value of his work.
Dr. Alanen has influenced students of Landscape Architecture for the past thirty four years as a connection to the culture and history of the profession.  The timing of the course he delivers places him early in the course sequence, at a point where such inspiration and patient direction is important to the development of a sensitive and able professionally educated work force.  His patient and careful work with graduate students has produced yet another generation of researchers who value place. Concurrently he edited the first book to address the topic of cultural landscape preservation in the United States. During the period from 1980 through the 1990s Dr. Alanen served as advisor to the National Park Service on cultural issues.  These lessons found their way into his lectures and writing.
Dr. Alanen has been recognized by ASLA for National awards.  In 1983, 1997, 1999, 2001, and 2002 he has received Merit Awards for Communications and Research.  In 2008 Dr. Alanen received the Honor Award for Communications.  He has been recognized by CELA on four occasions for Outstanding Educator, a Special Award, and was recognized among the first class of Fellows in 2007.
Any one of Arnie’s accomplishments are worthy of award.  His commitment to this adopted profession (he is a Geographer with Architectural training) is central to all his writing.  It is the care and craft he exercises that lifts the reader, and our profession by association, to a better level of understanding the implications and opportunities that exist within our work. The book about Morgan Park, a company town in Duluth, Minnesota, is an excellent example of Arnie’s ability to chronicle the history of the town and describe the forces at work therein.  His ability to carefully document the events, and bring them to life for the reader, will insure that the value of the work is not lost on future generations. Arnie’s carefully selected words make the importance of place central to his documentaries.  The lessons he leaves work as guidelines for future planning of livable, culturally sustainable communities 
In two of Arnie’s other books he describes the value of main streets, using Greendale, Wisconsin as the backdrop, and the value of cultural landscapes in America.  This too-often silent component of true sustainability is not lost on the reader of Dr. Alanen’s works.  In the body of his works he has focused on cultural and vernacular landscape studies, the histories of prominent Landscape Architects, and town planning history.  He has illuminated movements in the development of new towns, welfare capitalism, and the lessons gained from immigrants to the United States.  He has written convincingly about projects in Japan, Australia, Finland, and China. His work has also been done across America in states that include West Virginia, Minnesota, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Alaska.  His histories of prominent practitioners include John Muir, Warren Manning, Elbert Peets, Fin Heikki von Hertzen, and Helen Elise Bullard.  Each of these topics has engaged, informed, and been made relevant to the reader through the artistry and careful articulation of Dr. Alanen.

I have had the pleasure of serving on the Faculty at the University of Wisconsin-Madison with Dr. Alanen for the past fourteen years. He has performed as Departmental Chair for five years and won three teaching awards from the University.  Arnie has demonstrated his merits as an educator and resource to our profession on a consistent basis.    By conferring this Honorary Membership in our Professional Society to Arnold Alanen, we do ourselves honor.  
