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2008 Educational Session:  

Black and Green: Dynamic Balance in Transportation Corridor Planning and Design
Session Program

Session Date October 6, 2008 11:30-1:00
Duration: 90 minutes, allowing a 25 minute presentation from each person; time for Q&A

I. Rural & Small Community Collaboration: 

A. Topic:  Rural Corridor Design & Management – Minnesota’s North Shore Highway: A Nationally Designated All-American Road 
· Confirmed Speaker:  Scott Bradley, FASLA, Minnesota Department of Transportation Landscape Architecture Chief
· Reference documents: (for MN North Shore Highway Corridor Master Planning)
1. Minnesota’s TH 61 North Shore Highway: Case Studies in Applying the Principles and Achieving the Benefits of CSS in Transportation – Minnesota Department of Transportation, 2006
2. The North Shore Scenic Drive All-American Road (Analysis of Resources, Planning Framework and Design Strategies) – University of Minnesota Center for Changing Landscapes, 2004
3. Corridor Management Program for the North Shore Drive – Minnesota Departments of Transportation and Natural Resources, 1989
4. Context Sensitive Design: The Road Best Traveled – Minnesota Dept. of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration Minnesota Division and University of Minnesota Center for Transportation Studies, 2001
5. National Cooperative Highway Research Program Report 480: A Guide to Best Practices for Achieving Context Sensitive Solutions – Transportation Research Board, 2002  

· Description: Minnesota’s Highway 61 North Shore Drive is a 150 mile rural highway stretching along the shore of Lakes Superior between the City and Port of Duluth to Canada. It is a unique multi-modal corridor that must serve the increasing demands of interregional, state, and international commerce, travel, and tourism in addition to complex environmental, rural and small community needs. Implementing the philosophy of Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS), to simultaneously balance and advance community and environmental values and objectives, in concert with transportation safety and mobility values and objectives, is particularly challenging along this corridor. With designation and distinction as an All-American Road, in the National Scenic Byway System, corridor reconstruction and management is further challenged in seeking to implement the principles of CSS. 
Highway 61 North Shore Drive is a unique master planned corridor which enables each project along it to contribute to its value as a community, regional and statewide resource. This coastal treasure is a glaciated promenade along the largest freshwater lake in the world and host’s the state’s highest waterfall, largest concentration of rare plants, tallest peak, oldest tree, 19 charming harbor towns, numerous wayside rest areas and historic sites, 8 state parks, large tracts of federal and state forest or tribal lands, a national monument, access to a national park, and access to extensive regional recreation and wilderness areas.

· This presentation will focus on:
1. CSS lessons learned and success stories influenced by corridor design and management master planning with “collective” visioning and collaboration of myriad stakeholders, small communities, and interdisciplinary professionals who envision this rural highway as much more than a connection of places but rather a roadway that evokes the unique and most valued qualities of the people and places it links. 
2. Landscape architects leadership role in the success of this master planning, visioning, and collaboration and the subsequent lessons learned and success stories. The presentation also describes the principles of CSS and how they have been uniquely applied and the resultant measures of success  that have been achieved and sustained
II. Urban Collaboration:  

Topic: Urban Corridor Design – California Route 215/91 Corridor
· Confirmed Speaker: Keith Robinson, ASLA, Principal LA, Landscape Architecture Program, Caltrans
 

· Reference Documents:  215/91 Corridor Master Plan
1. Flexibility in Highway Design – Federal Highway Administration
2. A Guide to Best Practices for Achieving Context Sensitive Solutions – NCHRP Report 480

3. Transportation Aesthetics – Transportation Research Board

4. Context Sensitive Solutions in Designing Major Urban Thoroughfares for Walkable Communities – Institute of Transportation Engineers

· Description: Often spanning decades from master plan inception through project implementation, master plan concepts require the sustained support of a changing array of elected officials in multiple jurisdictions.  The master plans must be compelling enough to carry the vision forward as implementation projects compete for phased funding from multiple sources. Landscape Architects ability to speak the language of multiple stakeholders, including engineers, planners, local agencies and the public makes us uniquely suited to engender enthusiasm and trust for corridor master plans over the breadth of planning and development efforts.  
· This presentation will focus on:

1. Caltrans multi-year effort and lead role in the development of a regional corridor master plan for transportation improvements in San Bernardino County, Riverside, Marino Valley and Corona.
2. The Landscape Architect’s role in creating successful, long term stake holder relationships which lead to exemplary design features and community acceptance.
III. Community Design
Topic:  Controlling Urban Sprawl Through Parkway Design 
· Confirmed Speaker: Craig Churchward, ASLA, HNTB
· Reference Document: Legacy Parkway Design Sketchbook
· Description: Legacy Parkway opened in September 2008 to the accolades of its former detractors, including the Sierra Club which had successfully sued to stop the original project.  This presentation will explore how a proposed freeway that threatened to simply extend sprawl north and west of Salt Lake City was transformed into a parkway that significantly decreased congestion, defined the edge of the city, provided new recreational opportunities, and created and protected a wildlife sanctuary of continental importance.
· This presentation will focus on:

1. How an understanding of the design goals used historically to develop parkways were used to expand the purpose and need of a modern controlled access roadway.

2. How an understanding of design flexibility altered the character of the roadway although the 300 foot right-of-way did not change.

3. How landscape architects working as part of an interdisciplinary team, not as a multi-disciplinary organization, accelerated production.

4. How developing an integrated plan for the community as a whole and not just for solving a singular transportation issue, reduced costs, accelerated delivery, improved social cohesion, and enhance the environment. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final: Learning Outcomes 

· Participants will learn current methods of developing comprehensive corridor master plans. 

· Understand the successful techniques used by cutting edge transportation professionals to gain consensus among stakeholders. 

· Learn how to sustain and implement project planning and design decisions for projects with multi-year or multi-decade durations.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final: Description of Content:  

Highways are critical at all levels of society because they facilitate the movements of goods and people. Master plans for highway corridors can potentially increase community vitality and synergize the economic, historical, cultural, scenic and natural aspects of the areas in which they run.  They can guide public and private sector decisions, provide corridor identity and lay out specific improvement approaches and themes.  They are harmonious with other local plans and programs and have a wide community and public involvement which results in ownership of the plan by all.
Landscape Architects have a considerable role in the crafting of master plans to strategize, listen, facilitate collaboration, balance transportation goals with local values, and generate enthusiasm and support.  But even a successful plan can be waylaid with “care and feeding” over the long haul of project implementation.  Elected officials come and go, funding priorities change, and new stakeholders emerge.  Landscape Architects are uniquely suited for championing the plan until implemented. They can educate and generate enthusiasm for the adopted plan over time.
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