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Board of Trustees
c/o Carolyn Mitchell, Honors & Awards Coordinator
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636 Eye Street, NW -
Washington, DC 20001
Re: ASLA Design Award
Letter of Support
Rich Haas, FASLA

To the Board of Trustees:

I am writing today to highly recommend Rich Haag for the prestigious
ASLA Design Award. I recommend him with a great deal of confidence
since I have known Rich a very long time. He came to work for me as
a young landscape architect in the early 1950’'s. I have known him
and worked with him from time to time ever since.

Rich is a remarkably talented designer, particularly in areas that
require cultural sensitivity. His designs always respect their
regional and environmental context and his sensitivity adds greatly
to the emotional impact of his creations.

In addition to his great design talent, I have also been very
impressed by Rich’s commitment to the education of landscape
designers. Rich has a wonderful rapport with his audience of

students and is able to convey in a humorous and memorable manner the
importance of landscape design as a social art.

I am delighted and proud to recommend him for this particularly
appropriate recognition.

Sincerely,

wiLLL

Lawrence Halprin, FASLA
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Board of Trustees
American Society of Landscape Architects

c/o Carolyn Mitchell, Honors & Awards Coordinator ' DESlgn centre for
636 Eye Street, NW ' ‘ Sustainability
Washington, DC 20001 The University of British Columbia

Dear Trustees:

I am writing today to endorse the nomination put before you by Charles Anderson, FASLA recommending Richard Haag,
FASLA, for your consideration to receive the ASLA Design Medal.

Opver the course of my career in the Pacific Northwest, Rich’s influence has been nearly omni-present, infusing its tendrils
into the visual and philosophical landscape of the region. Here in his home ground, those influence outfalls are perhaps not
surprising, but as I travel globally, the impact of his work, particularly his built masterworks at Gas Works Park and Bloedel
Reserve is impossible to overstate.

From Peter Latz’s Duisberg Nord Patk in Germany, to Cultuurpark Westergasfabriek in Amsterdam to Seattle’s Olympic
Sculpture Park, the precedent that Gas Works provides speaks toward an integration of existing on-site infrastructures to
highlight, not hide, the unkind scars of the past. With his rather delicate plan for the Park—“dig a hole, make a mound” he
would often opine—the “non-striving” nature of his Eastern influences were given physical voice on a public proscenium,
thrusting out into the waters of Lake Washington. What could have been a denuded, blank-slate of public park banalities
was instead transformed into a much-loved and imminently magical space that reflects back on the City of Seattle.

The second of Haag’s masterworks, Bloedel Resetve, is equally powerful, but where Gas Works 1s explicitly public, the
gardens at Bloedel Reserve are intensely personal. Here the “dialectical landscape”—a pairing of reciprocal opposites—is
on display and fuses the major tension of Haag’s life—a balancing of Eastern and Western culture--into an unfurling
sequence of synthesized spaces that reveals a number of pairings that I point out in the essay “The Zen of Garden Design:
Richard Haag’s Three Linked Gardens at Bloedel.” From the garden of the planes, to the moss garden to the reflection
garden, the reciprocality of ideas like “object/space, symbol/type, immutable concept/ephemeral matter,
beautiful/sublime, light/datk, and human order/natural chaos” is artfully engaged across a range of spatial expressions.

In the essay referenced above, I note that the reflection garden “is a powetful statement that humans and nature can be
immersed in each other and can be richer for it.” This concept, a fusion between traditional dialectical opposites, is an apt
description of Rich’s life’s work and career. An extraordinary plantsman with the capability of creating the most-
transcendent of spatial forms, his work—as did his career as a professor—seeks to demarcate and describe an approach to
the natural world that seems all the more relevant today than it was when these projects were constructed.

I urge you to bestow this honor upon Richard Haag. His passionate advocacy for the power of the profession of landscape
architecture, the legacy of his mentorship to countless generations of students and his ability to shape spaces that—as only
he could say it—“get down into that reptilian brain stem” recommend him for this honor.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Kindest regards,

Professor Patrick M. Condon

University of British Columbia

James Taylor Chair in Landscape and Liveable Environments
Landscape Architecture Program

2357 Main Mall

Vancouver, BC Canada — V6R 4P8
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